
Tree City Advisory Committee Minutes   

January 13, 2014 

 
 

President Dar Mor called the meeting to order in the Wisconsin Dells Municipal Building at 5:05 PM.  

Members present: Shirley Tollaksen, Dave Holzem, and Debbie Kinder.  Mayor Brian Landers, Chris 

Tollaksen of Planning and Zoning and Kay James of the Wisconsin Dells Events were also present. 

 

Minutes of the December 9 meeting were approved on a motion by Shirley, seconded by Dave.   

 

Our Urban Forestry Grant application for 2014 was not funded.  We’ll try again next year. 

 

Debbie has submitted recommendations for the next priority ash trees based on location, power lines, 

and high traffic.   Chris will add to that list by creating a list of ash trees reported by the 2012 inventory 

to be in fair condition.  Homeowners will be notified and encouraged to participate in the cutting and 

replacement of ash trees in year 2 of the EAB Plan.  Dave is working on an updated list from nearby 

nurseries of possible replacement trees which will be posted on the city website. 

 

Debbie has submitted a permit to hire Fred Westerfeldt to treat ash tree #984 on the west side of 

Superior Street.  Mayor Landers volunteered to split the cost.  The tree is in front of a city parking lot 

between the VCB and Fisher’s Bar.  The committee agreed that citizens can sponsor by treating a city 

tree. It will be treated this spring and probably for the next 5 years at an estimated donated cost of $150 

per year.   

 

The map and inventory have been updated by Chris to reflect tree work done in the last year.  The map 

shows both ash and hazard trees which have been cut and replaced, cut and not replaced, and ash trees 

which have been designated for cutting and replacing this year. 

 

Debbie commented that according to the map, more than 30 trees have been cut and not replaced.  

Dave explained that citizens have a choice not to replace trees, and in many cases the location was not 

advantageous to replacing the cut tree.  Debbie suggested that the $3,000 grant from ATC be used to 

add 30 plus trees on city streets to maintain the total canopy.  The grant money has been received; 

ATC’s only request is that they be invited for photo opportunities when we are planting this spring and 

that we don’t plant under power lines. 

 

Brian suggested that trees be planted on Minnesota Ave. to make up for the trees cut to accommodate 

the ATC power line in 2007.  The inventory from 2012 indicates potential planting sites which Chris 

volunteered to map.  Dave stated that some citizens can’t afford to replace their trees.  His office will 

look into using energy assistance guidelines to help with tree planting for citizens in need.  This will be 

considered at the March meeting.   

 

Our next meeting will be at 5:00PM on March 10, 2014.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 5:35 PM on a motion by Shirley, seconded by Dave.   

 

Submitted by Debbie Kinder, Secretary 


