
 

 

  COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

CITY OF WISCONSIN DELLS 

SEPTEMBER 17, 2018 

 

Mayor Wojnicz called the meeting to order at 7:00P.M.  Notice of the meeting was provided to 

the Dells Events, WNNO Radio, and posted in accordance with State Statutes. 

 

1.          Present:  First District Alderpersons Brian Holzem and Jesse DeFosse 

 Second District Alderpersons Terry Marshall and Mike Freel 

 Third District Alderpersons Dan Anchor and Ben Anderson 

                         

             Others:  City Clerk/Coordinator Nancy Holzem, City Treasurer Karen Terry, 

Police Chief Jody Ward, Public Works & Utilities Director David Holzem, 

City Planner/Zoning Administrator Chris Tollaksen, City Attorney Joseph 

Hasler, Fire Chief Pat Gavinski, Fire Inspector Jerry Wolfram, Ted 

Theiler, Matt Mavrek, and the Dells Events. 

 

2. Pledge of Allegiance was said. 

 

3. Motion by Ald. Freel seconded by Ald. Holzem to approve the following consent agenda 

items:  

a.  August 20, 2018 Common Council meeting minutes; 

b.  Schedule of Bills Payable dated September 17, 2018; 

c.  Approval of applications for Bartender Licenses submitted by Ronald Aguilar, 

Joshua Aulet, Heather Bladecki, Bobbie Blanch, Corri Collins, Amos Echevarria, 

William Fenner, Cody Foss, Leander Hagen, Tetiana Huzhva, Vova Markarov,D 

David Paradise, Michael Polubinsky, Elizabeth Rodriguez, Joy Royston, Bradley 

Schultz, Gregory Siegler, Lisu Stromberg Wei, Amanda Wells, and Jane Wilson; 

and to deny the applications submitted by Maggie Busjahn, Jan Furinda, and 

Hailey Rutta.  Motion carried unanimously.  

 

4.  Public Comment/Citizen Appearances: None. 

 

5. Motion by Ald. Freel seconded by Ald. Holzem to set the length of term for vacant Third 

District Alderperson seat appointment just until the next election in April 2019, per Wis. 

State Statute 17.23(1)(a).  Motion carried 5-0.  Motion by Ald. Holzem seconded by Ald. 

DeFosse to appoint Dan Anchor to the vacant Third District Alderperson seat. Motion by 

Ald. Freel to appoint Ted Theiler to the vacant Third District Alderperson seat.  Motion 

failed for lack of second. Ald. Anderson stated that both would do a great job.  Upon roll 

call vote the motion to appoint Dan Anchor carried 5-0.  City Clerk Nancy Holzem swore 

Dan Anchor into office. 

 

6. Motion by Ald. Holzem seconded by Ald. Freel to approve the Proclamation declaring 

October as Fire Prevention Month and October 7-13 as Fire Prevention Week. Motion 

carried unanimously.  

 

7. Motion by Ald. Anderson seconded by Ald. Freel to approve the application for a Special 

Events Permit submitted by Downtown Dells Committee for downtown fireworks on 



 

 

Saturday, November 24, 2018.  Motion carried unanimously.  A Fireworks Display 

Permit is still needed.  

 

8. Ald. Holzem  introduced and moved for adoption RESOLUTION NO. 5001.   

 

COUNTY LIBRARY TAX EXEMPTION - 2019 

 

WHEREAS, The Columbia, Sauk, Adams, and Juneau County Boards levy a county 

library tax; 

 

WHEREAS, Section 43.64(2)(b) of the Wisconsin Statutes provide that such units of 

government which levy a tax for public library services and expend an amount for a 

library fund as defined by s. 43.52(1) during the year for which the county tax levy is 

made a sum at least equal to the county library tax rate in the prior year multiplied by the 

equalized valuation of property in the city for the current year, may apply for exemption 

from this tax; and 

  

WHEREAS, The City of Wisconsin Dells does levy a library tax in excess of the amount 

calculated in accordance with 43.64(2)(b); 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE RESOLVED that the City of Wisconsin Dells, in Columbia, 

Sauk, Adams and Juneau Counties, Wisconsin, be EXEMPT from the payment of any 

county library tax as provided in Section 43.64(2)(b) inasmuch as it will expend for its 

own library fund for 2018 an amount in excess of that amount calculated in accordance 

with 43.64(2)(b).  Exemption from the payment of said county library tax shall not 

preclude the City of Wisconsin Dells’ participation in county library services in all other 

respects; 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that confirmed copies of this Resolution shall be 

forwarded by the City Clerk to the Columbia, Sauk, Adams and Juneau County Clerks 

and the appropriate public libraries.   

 

Ald. Freel seconded the motion.  Upon roll call vote the motion carried 6-0.  Resolution 

adopted. 

 

9. Ald. Freel introduced and moved for adoption RESOLUTION NO. 5002.  BE IT 

HEREBY RESOLVED by the City of Wisconsin Dells that based on the 

recommendation of the Finance Committee from their September 17, 2018 meeting; it 

approves the 2018 Audit Engagement Letter with Johnson-Block & Company.  Ald. 

Marshall seconded the motion.  Upon roll call vote the motion carried 6-0.  Resolution 

adopted. 

 

10. Ald. Holzem introduced and moved for adoption RESOLUTION NO. 5003.  BE IT 

HEREBY RESOLVED by the City of Wisconsin Dells that based on the 

recommendation of the City Plan Commission from their September 10, 2018 meeting; it 

approves the Site Plan Application submitted by Matt Wavrek in order to construct an 

addition to a commercial building, Big Lift, at 1575 Stand Rock Road, Sauk County 

Parcel No. 11291-0012-02000, contingent upon the applicant addressing any storm water 



 

 

issues that may arise. Ald. Anderson seconded the motion.  Upon roll call vote the motion 

carried 6-0.  Resolution adopted. 

 

11. Ald. Freel introduced and moved for adoption RESOLUTION NO. 5004.  BE IT 

HEREBY RESOLVED by the City of Wisconsin Dells that based on the 

recommendation of the City Plan Commission from their September 10, 2018 meeting; it 

approves the Certified Survey Map requested by Ed Karas in order to divide Columbia 

County Parcels 11291-1008.3 and 11291-893.01.  Ald. Anderson seconded the motion. 

Upon roll call vote the motion carried 6-0.  Resolution adopted.  

 

12. Ald. DeFosse introduced and moved for adoption RESOLUTION NO. 5005  

 

RAZE & REMOVE ORDER 

 

The City Council of the City of Wisconsin Dells, Columbia County, Wisconsin, by this 

Resolution adopted by a majority of the City Council on a roll call vote with a quorum 

present and voting and proper notice having been given, resolves and orders as follows: 

 

The City Council has found that the following described motel is old, dilapidated, or out 

of repair, and, consequently, dangerous, unsafe, unsanitary, or otherwise unfit for human 

habitation and that repair of the motel is unreasonable, and has specifically found that the 

building inspector has determined that the cost of repairs to the motel would exceed 50% 

of the assessed value of the motel divided by the ratio of the assessed value to the 

recommended value as last published by the State of Wisconsin, Department of Revenue 

for the City.   

 

Upon the above findings, Rhoda Keller-Theaker, the owner of the following-described 

real property, is ordered by the City of Wisconsin Dells to raze the motel located at 925 

Broadway, Tax Parcel No. 11291-997, legally described as “Lots 6 & 7, Cady’s 

Addition” not later than November 1, 2018. 

  

The building inspector shall post a placard on the premises containing the following 

notice: 

 

"This Building May Not Be Used for Human Habitation, Occupancy, or Use." 

The building inspector shall prohibit use of the building for human habitation, 

occupancy, or use until necessary repairs have been made.  If the owner of the above-

described real property fails or refuses to comply with this order within the time 

prescribed above, the building inspector shall, subject to s. 66.0413 (1) (h) and (j), Wis. 

stats., relating to salvage and personal property, proceed to raze the motel through any 

available public agency or by contract or arrangement with private persons, or to 

secure the motel and, if necessary, the property on which the motel is located if unfit 

for human habitation. The cost of razing or securing the buildings may be charged in 

full or in part against the real estate upon which the motel is located, and if that cost is 

so charged it is a lien upon the real estate and may be assessed and collected as a 

special charge. 

 

Notice of the raze order of the City Council shall be served as follows: 

 

http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/66.0413(1)(h)
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/66.0413(1)(j)


 

 

1.   On the owner of record of the building that is subject to the order, or on the 

owner's agent if the agent is in charge of the building, in the same manner as a 

summons is served in circuit court. 

2.   On the holder of each encumbrance of record by 1st class mail at the holder's 

last-known address and by publication as a class 1 notice under chapter 985, Wis. 

stats.  If the owner, and the owner's agent, if any, cannot be found, or if the owner 

is deceased and an estate has not been opened, the order may be served by posting 

it on the main entrance of the building and by publishing it as a class 1 notice 

under chapter 985, Wis. stats., before the time limited in the order begins to run. 

 

The City Clerk shall file or have filed by the City Attorney a Notice of Lis Pendens in the 

Columbia County Office on the tract of the above-described real property to provide 

notice of this Resolution and raze order of the City.   The City clerk shall properly post or 

publish this resolution as required under s. 60.80, Wis. Statute. 

 

 Ald. Holzem seconded the motion. Upon roll call vote the motion carried 6-0.  Resolution 

adopted. 

 

13. Ald. Freel introduced and moved for adoption RESOLUTION NO. 5006.  BE IT 

HEREBY RESOLVED by the City of Wisconsin Dells that based on the 

recommendation of the Public Safety Committee from their September 10, 2018 meeting; 

it approves updating Police Department Policy& Procedure 2.03 to include a Detective 

Job Description.  Ald. Anderson seconded the motion. Upon roll call vote the motion 

carried 6-0.  Resolution adopted.  

 

14. Ald. Holzem introduced and moved for adoption the second reading of the following 

ordinance: 

  ORDINANCE NO. A-834 

(Alcohol General Restrictions & Requirements) 

 

The City of Wisconsin Dells, Adams, Columbia, Juneau and Sauk Counties, Wisconsin, 

does hereby ordain as follows: 

  

SECTION I:  PURPOSE 

This ordinance adopts by reference the provisions of Wis. Stat. sec. 125.32 which 

provides miscellaneous general restrictions and requirements concerning alcohol 

beverage licenses and premises; including possession of beverages not sold on the 

premises.  A copy of the statute is attached as Exhibit A. 

 

SECTION II:  PROVISION CREATED 

Wisconsin Dells Code Sec. 18.125.32 is created; as part of Code Sec. 18.01(14). 

 

SECTION III:  PROVISION AS CREATED 

 18.125.32  “General Restrictions and Requirements” 

 

 SECTION IV:   VALIDITY 

Should any section, clause or provision of the ordinance be declared by the courts to be 

invalid, the same shall not affect the validity of the ordinance as a whole or any part 

thereof, other than the part so declared to be invalid.                                                     

http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/60.80


 

 

  

 SECTION V:   CONFLICTING PROVISIONS REPEALED 

 All ordinances in conflict with any provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed.   

 

 SECTION VI:   EFFECTIVE DATE 

This ordinance shall be in force from and after its introduction and publication and as 

provided by statute. 

 

 SECTION VII:  PART OF CODE 

 This ordinance becomes a part of Wisconsin Dells Code, Chapter 18. 

 

 Ald. Freel seconded the motion.  Upon roll call vote the motion carried 6-0.  Ordinance 

adopted and in full force after publication. 

 

15. No items for referral. 

 

16. Motion by Ald. Anchor seconded by Ald. Freel to adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously 

and the meeting adjourned at 7:15PM.  

 

 

_________________________________ 

Nancy R. Holzem  

City Clerk/Coordinator 

Posted on city website: September 18, 2018 

Published: September 27, 2018 


