
 

 

 SPECIAL COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

CITY OF WISCONSIN DELLS 

JULY 30, 2018 

 

Mayor Wojnicz called the special meeting to order at 5:30P.M.  Notice of the meeting was 

provided to the Dells Events, WNNO Radio, and posted in accordance with State Statutes. 

 

1.          Present:  First District Alderpersons Brian Holzem and Jesse DeFosse 

 Second District Alderpersons Terry Marshall and Mike Freel 

 Third District Alderpersons Ben Anderson and Ed Fox 

                                    

             Others:  City Clerk/Coordinator Nancy Holzem, City Treasurer Karen Terry, 

Police Chief Jody Ward, Public Works & Utilities Director David Holzem, 

City Planner/Zoning Administrator Chris Tollaksen, City Attorney Joseph 

Hasler, Terry Slack and Bill Ryan. 

 

2. Motion by Ald. Marshall seconded by Ald. Holzem to approve the July 16, 2018 

Common Council meeting minutes.  Motion carried unanimously.  

 

3. Motion by Ald. Freel seconded by Ald. Marshall to approve the applications for 

Bartender Licenses submitted by Jeffrey Budd, Sarah Christensen, Catalin Fabian, 

Kristopher Glassey, Janelle Hilgendorf, Abigail Lutz, Danielle Semenek, and Kelly 

Shaker.  Motion carried unanimously.  

  

4. Ald. DeFosse introduced and moved for adoption Resolution No. 4499 Supporting the 

Construction of a New High School for the School District of Wisconsin Dells; and the 

Financial Commitment of Premier Resort Tax Funds towards Infrastructure Expenses. 

  

   WHEREAS, that the School Board of Wisconsin Dells School District is 

considering a plan for the construction of a new high school at an estimated cost of Sixty 

Million Dollars ($60,000,000), and 

 

WHEREAS, the School District of Wisconsin Dells has received a generous offer 

from Todd and Shari Nelson of 80 acres of prime land located in the city of Wisconsin Dells 

for the purpose of building a new high school, and  

 

WHEREAS, the School District of Wisconsin Dells has already received pledges 

including a generous donation and substantial gift from the Jack Olson Family in the amount 

of Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($500,000); and  

 

WHEREAS, the conceptual plan includes calls for cost sharing, between the public 

and private sectors by calling for public support through donations and fund raising to cover 

the estimated cost for the construction of new athletic fields, indoor gymnasiums, training 

facilities and other qualifying infrastructure costs; and  

  

 WHEREAS, the Wisconsin Dells Common Council finds that the economy of the 

city greatly benefits from youth sports programs due to the growing popularity of youth 

sporting events and tournaments, which is demonstrated by the success of tournaments in 



 

 

basketball, hockey, baseball, swimming, volleyball, gymnastics and soccer which bring in 

hundreds of thousands of additional visitors to the area throughout the year; and.   

   

WHEREAS, the operators of the tournament sites report that, due to the exploding 

popularity of their events, their limited facilities are unable to meet the demand and they are 

forced to use venues in neighboring communities; and 

 

WHEREAS, the planned High School presents an opportunity for the joint 

development of facilities that would not only provide our students in the School District of 

Wisconsin Dells with excellent facilities for their extracurricular activities, but would 

also provide additional needed venues for youth sports tournaments and events, thus 

providing additional revenues to the School District and the greater Wisconsin Dells area; 

and  

 

WHEREAS, the economic advantages are to the businesses located in the City of  

Dells, in the form of increased business, and to the taxpayer, in the form of lower School 

property taxes, as revenues earned by the School District can reduce its net financing and 

operating costs of the School District, the Wisconsin Dells Common Council finds that it is 

in the public interest to support the School District’s efforts to construct a new high school, 

with ancillary athletic and recreational facilities; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Wisconsin Dells Visitor and Convention Bureau, the official 

designated marketing organization of the Wisconsin Dells/Lake Delton area, and largest in 

the State of Wisconsin, annually spends over $11 million to promote the area to leisure, 

business, convention and sports visitors in an effort to sustain and grow the annual one plus 

billion dollar ($1,000,000,000+)  economic impact to the area, and has demonstrated its 

commitment to growing the sports market, in particular, through support of facility 

development, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Wisconsin Dells had amended its ordinance to collect an 

additional 0.25% in Premier Resort Tax to assist in infrastructure development, meeting the 

definition of infrastructure expenses under Section 66.113(1)(a) to continue to assist in the 

development of sports and entertainment facilities associated with youth sports, 

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Wisconsin Dells Common 

Council declares as follows: 

 

1. The Common Council supports the School District of Wisconsin Dells for 

scheduling of a Referendum calling for the construction of a new High School and 

encourages its electors to vote Yes, and support the new much needed High School.  

 

2. The Common Council endorses the School District of Wisconsin Dells’ proposal to 

use alternate funding sources for construction of the new athletic fields, gymnasium, 

training facilities and other qualifying infrastructure.  

 

3. The Common Council encourages owners of local businesses to contribute 

financially to the School District for construction of the new athletic fields, 

swimming pool, gymnasium, training facilities and auditorium. 

 



 

 

4. The Common Council will invest funds from its increased Premier Resort Tax to 

assist in the defined $23,500,000 qualified infrastructure development cost for a new 

Wisconsin Dells High School sports and entertainment facility as follows:  

The City of Wisconsin Dells will contribute 20% (capped at $4,700,000) with the 

Village of Lake Delton contributing 80% (capped at $18,800,000). 

 

 Ald. Holzem seconded the motion. Ald. Marshall questioned if the Superior Street 

reconstruction project would be delayed because of this.  City Treasurer Karen Terry 

stated that Public Works will continue to receive 50% of the premier resort tax collected 

for their projects.  The funds being contributed towards the school project are from the 

quarter percent increase that was enacted back in 2014.  Ald. Holzem stated that the city 

had been using those increased funds towards downtown projects such as the plaza on 

Oak Street and café zone bump outs.  He pointed out that this resolution will commit that 

quarter percent increase for most likely 20 years. Upon roll call vote the motion carried  

6-0. Resolution adopted.   

 

5. Business for referral: None. 

 

6. Motion by Ald. Freel seconded by Ald. Holzem to adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously 

and the meeting adjourned at 5:40PM  

 

 

Nancy R. Holzem  

City Clerk/Coordinator 

Posted on city website: July 31, 2018 

Published: August 9, 2018 


