
BOARD OF APPEALS 
CITY OF WISCONSIN DELLS 

MUNICIPAL BUILDING ~ 300 LACROSSE STREET 
WISCONSIN DELLS, WI 53965 

AUGUST 17, 2020 
 

1. Chairperson Bret Anderson called the meeting to order at 5:00P.M.    
 
 Present: Bret Anderson, Jim Pugh, Troy Ryan and Phil Helley  
 
 Others: City Clerk/Coordinator Nancy R. Holzem, Zoning & Planning Administrator 

Chris Tollaksen, Mayor Ed Wojnicz, Ald. Terry Marshall, David Holzem, 
Chris Swart, Dale Tompkins and City Attorney Joseph Hasler. 

 
 City Clerk Nancy Holzem verified that a quorum was present and no conflicts of interest 

were noted.  Notice of the meeting had been given to the Dells Events, WNNO Radio 
and posted in accordance with State Statutes.  Official Notice of the Public Hearing was 
published in the Dells Events.  Property owners within 300 feet were notified via mail by 
copy of the Public Hearing Notice.  

 
                         2. Motioned by Pugh seconded by Helley to approve the minutes from the July 29, 2015 

meeting.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

3.  Chairperson Anderson declared the Public Hearing open on the following variance 
requests received from Mark Platt:    

 
(a) An approximate 4,700 sq. ft variance from Municipal Code sec 19.809(2) to 

allow a residential garage with a footprint size larger than the footprint size 
of the first floor of the dwelling unit.  The applicant would like to construct a 
7,200 sq. ft garage on his property containing an approximately 2552 sq. ft 
residence. 

 
(b) An approximately 5.5 foot variance from City Ordinance Chapter 19, 

Municipal Zoning Code, Article 5, Division 4, LOT AREA AND DIMENSIONAL 
STANDARDS, Exhibit 5-4 and Municipal Code sec 19.809(2) to allow a 
residential garage with a building height of approximately 20.5 feet, 
exceeding the code allowed maximum height for a residential garage of 15 
feet.  

  
 The applicant would like to remove an existing detached garage and replace it with a 

much larger one to accommodate his collection of classic cars.  No one spoke for or 
against during the Public Hearing.  The applicant submitted signed letters of consent, 
entered in the record as Exhibit A, from adjoining neighbors.  Chairperson Anderson 
declared the public hearing closed. 

 



4. During the discussion portion of the meeting, the applicant and City Zoning 
Administrator Chris Tollaksen gave an overview of the project.  Chairperson Anderson 
stated that his main consideration would be for the neighbors and how this would affect 
them but the applicant did due diligence in meeting with them and getting their 
approval. Mayor Wojnicz stated that the rest of the area is more commercial with a 
motel, nursing home and clinic.  Tollaksen confirmed for the Board that this garage was 
not for commercial use and that a business was not to be run out of it.  Tollaksen also 
confirmed that the garage could not be sectioned off into a separate parcel as the 
applicant is in the process of combining his three parcels into one large parcel.   

 
(a) It was moved by Pugh seconded by Helley that based on the findings that (1) 

given the size of the lot, strict conformity of the ordinance would be an 
unnecessary burden; (2) the size of the lot makes it a unique condition of the 
property; and (3) given the size of the lot, it creates no harm to the public 
interest; it GRANTS a variance of approximately 4,700 sq. ft from Municipal 
Code sec 19.809(2) to allow a residential garage with a footprint size larger 
than the footprint size of the first floor of the dwelling unit.  Upon roll call 
vote the motion carried 4-0.  Chairperson Anderson declared the variance 
granted.   

 
(b) It was moved by Helley seconded by Ryan that based on the findings that (1) 

given the size of the lot, strict conformity of the ordinance would be an 
unnecessary burden; (2) the size of the lot makes it a unique condition of the 
property; and (3) given the size of the lot, it creates no harm to the public 
interest; it GRANTS a variance of approximately 5.5 foot from City 
Ordinance Chapter 19, Municipal Zoning Code, Article 5, Division 4, LOT 
AREA AND DIMENSIONAL STANDARDS, Exhibit 5-4 and Municipal Code sec 
19.809(2) to allow a residential garage with a building height of 
approximately 20.5 feet, exceeding the code allowed maximum height for a 
residential garage of 15 feet. Upon roll call vote the motion carried 4-0.  
Chairperson Anderson declared the variance granted.   

 
5. Motion by Helley seconded by Pugh to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried 

unanimously and the meeting adjourned at 5:25P.M. 
 
 
 
 ______________________ 
 Nancy R. Holzem 
 City Clerk/Coordinator 
 


