
CITY OF WISCONSIN DELLS MEETING AGENDA 
Meeting Description                  CITY PLAN COMMISSION   
Date:  MONDAY, APRIL 10, 2017      Time: 6:15PM       Location:  MUNICIPAL BUILDING  
300 LA CROSSE STREET, WISCONSIN DELLS,  

           Committee Members 
Mayor Brian Landers-Chair Alder. Mike Freel Fire Chief Scott Walsh Chris Lechnir 

  Tifani Jones Dan Anchor Jeff Delmore 
AGENDA ITEMS: 
1 CALL MEETING TO ORDER AND ATTENDANCE 

2 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE MARCH 13, 2017 MEETING  

3 

PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT APPLICATION FROM AMERICAN WORLD INC. IN 

ORDER TO ALLOW GROUP LODGING (SEASONAL WORKFORCE HOUSING) AT 2020 WISCONSIN DELLS PKWY, 

CITY OF WISCONSIN DELLS PARCEL 291-0148-00000, SAUK COUNTY (MOTEL BEHIND BP). THE PROPERTY IS 

ZONED C-4 COMMERCIAL-LARGE SCALE.   

4 DISCUSSION/DECISION ON ITEM #3 (CUP-HOUSING) 

5 ANY OTHER ITEMS FOR REFERRAL TO FUTURE MEETINGS 

6 SET DATE FOR THE NEXT PLAN COMMISSION MEETING (MONDAY, MAY 8, 2017 AT 6:15PM) 

7 ADJOURNMENT 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

Open Meetings Notice: If this meeting is attended by one or more members of the Common Council who are not 
members of this committee, their attendance may create a quorum of another city commission, board or committee 
under the Wisconsin Open Meetings Law; However, no formal action will be taken by any governmental body at the 
above stated meeting other than the body, committee, commission, or board identified in this meeting notice.  Please be 
advised that upon reasonable notice, the City of Wisconsin Dells will furnish appropriate auxiliary aids and services to 
afford individuals with disabilities an equal opportunity to participate in meeting activities. 

 MAYOR BRIAN LANDERS CHAIRPERSON                      DISTRIBUTED APRIL 7, 2017 



Conditional Use Permit – American World Employee Housing (Continental Motel) 
2020 Wisconsin Dells Parkway 
Staff Report for Plan Commission, 4/10/17 
 
The City of Wis. Dells has received a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) application from American World Inc. for a 
Group Lodging Facility (Seasonal Workforce Housing) at the old Continental Motel located at American World 
2020 Wisconsin Dells Parkway.  
  

Mt. Olympus had obtained a CUP for a lodging permit at this facility in 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 
and 2016.  There have not been significant issues or concerns at this facility in the past.  Recently American 
World has taken over operations of their motels in this area and would like to continue to operate this facility as 
employee housing again in 2017.   

American World has stated that they do not intend the long term use of this facility to be for employee 
housing.   However, they have indicated that they will need to use this facility for employee housing in the short 
term.  American World will be converting all of their properties out of the Mt. Olympus brand, and would not be 
able to convert this facility from employee housing for the 2017 season.   

It is agreed by all parties that employee housing on Wis. Dells Parkway is not desirable, and should be 
the housing of last resort. 
 
The facility contains 22 rooms on 2 identical stories.  Each story has 9 rooms with an area of 324 sq ft  and 2 
rooms with an area of 439 sq ft.  Each room has a full bathroom, with tub, toilet and sink.  Bunk beds have been 
installed in the rooms to hold 4 and 6 employees respectively, which provide 81 sq ft and 73 sq ft per person 
respectively.  This creates a total maximum occupancy of 96 persons.  The current lodging facility ordinance 
requires 50 sq ft per person, which this facility meets.  The City has encouraged new facilities that are converted 
hotel to provide more than the minimum square footage.   
This facility does not have any common area available for use by the employees, the office area at this facility is 
currently being used for storage is and full.   
The current zoning code requires there to be at least one parking space for each room.  This facility has 22 
rooms and the zoning code requires 1 space per room.  There are 44 parking spaces in front of the facility.  The 
gas station and restaurant adjacent to this facility have additional parking that meets their requirements.   There 
are also approximately 187 additional parking spaces south of Crabby’s. 

The entire American World property contains another motel and a campground with a RV park.  
American World will be managing the overnight facilities as well as this employee housing facility and ensuring 
that the area is properly maintained.   

General concerns have exist arise from conversion of overnight lodging facilities to long term group 
lodging facilities.  Some of these concerns come from the location of such facilities in prominent commercial 
areas, with these facilities not being the best view of the community for visitors to see.  Other concerns with the 
conversion of these facilities have to do with fire and safety issues.  This particular facility is a concrete building, 
so that it is not as susceptible to a catastrophic fire. 

As for the location of this facility, American World has indicated that it would rather use this facility or 
this location for a more commercial use, but is not able to do this at this time.  One option would be to approve 



this permit for one year to allow American World to get through this season and address this facility again next 
year. 

It has been past practice that any approval of the Group Lodging Facility use is granted solely to the 
current applicant, and cannot be transferred to another party.  Any sale of the property will terminate the 
permit, and any subsequent owner will be required to obtain a separate CUP for this facility.   

Another past practice is to make it clear to the applicant that approval is contingent on continued 
diligence to the proper management of the facility.  If the facility is deemed to become a nuisance to the 
surrounding properties, the permit may be revoked.  This property is located in a commercial area that is next to 
a convenience store, but far from any other amenities such as a full grocery store, library, or other public 
services. 

This facility is on the main commercial strip in this area of the City, which would not ordinarily be 
considered a good location for employee housing.  This use would not be consistent with the City’s future plan 
to utilize these lands for commercial purposes. 

This use should not have a significant impact on the traffic circulation in this area. 
As this use will take place in an existing facility, the effects on the natural environment will be minimal. 
This use could have a negative effect on surrounding commercial properties, as employee housing 

become a nuisance property if not properly managed. 
 
Approval of this permit may contain the following contingencies. 
1.  The permit is issued to American World Inc. and is not transferrable 
2.  The facility shall be properly maintained and managed to prevent it from becoming a nuisance. 
3.  Possibly:  The permit is issued for one year to prevent the perpetual use of this location for employee 
housing. 
 OR:  This permit will be reviewed in one year to evaluate the status of this location for more appropriate 
uses than employee housing. 
 
Chris Tollaksen 
City of Wis. Dells Public Works 
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