
CITY OF WISCONSIN DELLS MEETING AGENDA

Meeting Description DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE
Date: WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2017      Time: 10:00AM Location: MUNICIPAL 
BUILDING -300 LA CROSSE STREET, WISCONSIN DELLS, WI

COMMITTEE MEMBERS   

ALDER MOR - CHAIR BEN BORCHER DAN GAVINSKI MARIA ROSHOLT JACQUELINE MORSE

AGENDA

1 Call to order and attendance

2 Discussion / Decision of the February 8 Meeting Minutes

3 Discussion / Decision on Proposed sign application(s) submitted for review, if any

4 Discussion / Decision on Outdoor seating/dining application(s) submitted for review, if any (Keg)

5 Discussion / Decision on Building/site plan application(s) submitted for review, if any

6 Discussion / Decision on Design Standard and Ordinance Updates

7 Items for referral to future meeting 

8 Set date and time of future meeting (February 22)

9 Adjournment

10

11

12

Open Meetings Notice: If this meeting is attended by one or more members of the Common Council who are not 
members of this committee, their attendance may create a quorum of another city commission, board or committee 
under the Wisconsin Open Meetings Law; However, no formal action will be taken by any governmental body at the 
above stated meeting other than the body, committee, commission, or board identified in this meeting notice. Please 
be advised that upon reasonable notice, the City of Wisconsin Dells will furnish appropriate auxiliary aids and 
services to afford individuals with disabilities an equal opportunity to participate in meeting activities.

CHAIRPERSON – DAR MOR   DISTRIBUTED February 17, 2017
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Downtown Design Standard Review

1. Monument Signs
a. Allow height greater than 6 ft off Broadway.

Committee Recommendation (011117) – 10 ft Height OK East of Church St and >1/2 Block N or S of Broadway

Committee Recommendation (020817) – 16 ft height and 144 sq ft max OK East of Church and >1/2 
Block N or S of Broadway.  Keep base landscaping requirement.
Dar Notes:  East of Church and ½ blk off Broadway – 16 ft max height, 144 sq ft max area (keep base 
landscaping)

DRC can allow existing ON-PREMISE pole signs east of Church on case by case basis

2. Vending machine signage –
Committee Recommendation (020817) - not a concern.  Not allowed on public property

3. Projecting structure signs (Awnings and canopies)
a. Currently “shall not be made of shiny materials or have a shiny finish”.

Do we want to specify no vinyl? Getting opinion on defining “faded”

Committee Recommendation (020817)
i. Not allowed on side of awning OR CANOPY
ii. Shorter blade sign allow below canopy
iii. A figure or silhouette is a sign

4. LED string lighting – not currently addressed in standards TREES?
Committee Recommendation (020817)
Create standards to

i. Allow larger commercial bulbs as in plaza or at high rock
ii. Allow low wattage bulbs, not greater than 50 lumens per bulb
iii. Clear or white bulbs only, no colors
iv. No Christmas lights– allowed November-January

5. Window coverings in off season
a. Currently no regulations as they are not signs – requested proposal for additional MSA guidance

Committee Recommendation (020817)
i. Specify that opaque non-signage window coverings cannot cover over 50% of any window pane
ii. Signage window coverings cannot cover over 25% of any one window pane

6. Incidental signs
a. Count toward maximum 25% of window.
b. Do not include merchandise signs, e.g. realtor listings

Committee Recommendation (011117) – Incidental Signs count toward 25% maximum.  Beer signs and Realtor 
Signs are not considered incidental. 

7. Super Graphics
a. No fee
b. DRC and Council approval required - (Public Notice required?)
c. No advertisement for business, but historical advertisements OK.  (Current Ordinance allows

advertisement on a part of a Super Mural if the letters, words, or numbers of the advertisement meets
current sign requirements)

Dar Notes:  Allow Donators name.  Limit size e.g. 5% or 6 sq ft max
Allow large format prints – HH Bennett

Item 6Item 6



8. Food trucks and carts
a. Joint meeting recommended food trucks not allowed in C-2
b. Joint meeting recommended food carts be allowed with standards to be approved, including:

i. Cart is used on and by the property owner
ii. Cart is selling products already available in the store
iii. Approval of the entire business façade look

Dar Notes:  Cart only allowed in association with existing permanent business
Cart can only be used by owner or permanent business operator

9. Outdoor retail non-food sales and services
a. Table and tent set-up
b. Currently requires CUP from Planning and Council

Dar Notes:  Get MSA comments

10. Review of outdoor dining

11. Off-premise signs outside of downtown
Committee Recommendation (020817)

i. Committee review not required for change of copy
1. Ordinance states “subject to review”

ii. Wraps must use camouflage straps
iii. New pole signs must be uni-pole
iv. Continuity in height? - requested additional MSA guidance

12. Continue to review On-premise signs outside of the downtown
Committee Recommendation (020817)

i. No Design Standards until downtown completed
ii. Committee review not required for change of copy

1. Ordinance states “subject to review”
iii. Wraps must use camouflage straps
iv. No wood pole signs - requested additional MSA guidance

13. Design Standards outside of downtown
Committee Recommendation (020817)

i. Structural standards only at this time

14. TOM from RAINBOW COMMENTS
- DOWNTOWN MATERIALS – Alumalite = Aluminum Composite Panel – ACP, Acrylic = Polycarbonate (Lexan)
- BLADE SIGN – allow less height hanging under projecting structure

a. Recommend dimensional wood sign – raised letters, face sandblasted to recess (in addition to wood
routed signs in current standard)
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1. Each lot shall be allowed to have one (1)
monument sign and shall not exceed the total
allowable sign area established per business
frontage (see Sign Code: Sec. 22.10(3) for more
details).

2. West of Church St on Broadway a monument
sign shall not exceed sixty (60) square feet in size
and shall not be more than six (6) feet tall, at the
highest point, from the sidewalk grade.

3. West of Church St on Broadway Monument
signs shall be oriented perpendicular to the
sidewalk so that they are easily viewed from the
sidewalk and street in both directions.

4. East of Church St or 1/2 block North or South
of Broadway a monument sign shall not exceed
one hundred forty-four (144) square feet in size,
shall not be more than six (16) feet tall, at the
highest point, from the sidewalk grade, and shall
be set back a minimum of five (5) feet from the
property line

5. Monument signs shall only be used for
buildings set back, or where a business’ primary
entrance is, eight (8) feet or more behind the
public sidewalk.  In the downtown area this
includes residential buildings that have been

A. Monument signs with horizontal proportions
are strongly encouraged.

C. Contemporary design are discouraged in the
downtown district.

D. A high-quality durable base material is
encouraged, such as brick, stone or cast-in-place
concrete.

A monument sign is a sign mounted or incorporated into a solid base and not attached to a 
building.

Monument Sign 

Standards

Recommendations

NOT PERMITTED  This sign is too tall, vertical and 
modern in style to fit the vision for the downtown.

APPROPRIATE 
This sign is at 
pedestrian-
scale,  uses 
quality building 
materials and 
has a horizontal 
profile.

APPROPRIATE This sign uses high-quality 
materials similar to the adjacent building, is 
low and horizontal in profile, and incorporates 
landscaping along the base of the sign.

ALLOWED This sign is less than six feet tall, 
includes landscaping around the base, and 
includes LED changeable messaging signage 
that covers less than 25% of the overall sign.

Item 6(1) 
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Section 22.12 Non-Conforming Signs & Structures 

(1) Definition. Any sign or projecting structure constructed in accordance with
ordinances and other applicable laws in effect on the date of its construction, but
which by reason of its type, size, height, location, design, material, method of
illumination, number of signs, or construction is not in conformance with this
Chapter shall be considered a legal non-conforming sign or projecting structure.

(2) Continuation/Loss of Status.   The lawful use of a nonconforming sign or
projecting structure may continue unless one (1) or more of the following occurs:

(a) The sign or projecting structure is structurally altered in a way, except for normal
maintenance or repair.

(b) When the sign or projecting structure is fifty (50) percent or more damaged by
fire, flood, explosion, earthquake, war, riot or act of God.

(c) The sign or projecting structure is relocated.

(d) The sign or projecting structure fails to conform to Code Sec. 22.04 regarding
maintenance and repair, abandonment, dangerous or defective.

(e) If located on property that is sold, with the full ownership of the property being
transferred, the nonconforming sign and/or projecting structure must be brought
into conformance with the sign regulations of this article at the time of the transfer
unless the business will continue to operate under the same name.

Exemption: Existing pole signs in the C-2 District east of Church St. may be 
granted an exemption from 22.12(2)(e) by the DRC 

(3) Compliance. Within thirty (30) days of occurrence of any of the above, the sign
or projecting structure shall be brought in compliance with this Chapter with a new
permit secured, or the sign or projecting structure shall be removed at the owner’s
expense.

(4) Maintenance and Repair.   Nothing in this Chapter shall relieve the owner or user
of a legal non-conforming sign/projecting structure or the owner of the property in
which the sign and/or projecting structure is located from the provisions of this
Chapter regarding safety, maintenance and repair of the sign and/or projecting
structure.

Section 22.13 Enforcement 

(1) Order to Correct. 

(a) Whenever the City, its agents or employees, shall upon inspection of sign or
structure find conditions in violation of this Code, an Order shall be issued to the
owner and/or occupant of the sign or structure to correct the conditions.

(b) The order shall identify the conditions to be corrected and specify a time within
which the owner and/or occupant shall comply.

(c) The order shall be served upon the owner and/or occupant by delivering a copy
to the owner, occupant personally, or by delivering the same to and leaving it with

Item 6(1)
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Table E: Downtown C-2 District Permitted Signage 

Sign Type Sign Description Total Sign Area 
Restriction 

Number of Signs 
Allowed 

Maximum Area 
Per Sign 

Maximum 
Sign Height 

Total Sign Area 
Permitted 

The total sign area 
permitted for each business 
shall be determined by 
multiplying the length of 
lineal business frontage 

5 sq. ft. / 1 lineal 
ft. of business 
frontage with a 
minimum of 144 
sq.ft. a maximum 
of 300 sq.ft. 

Monument Sign Monument sign is a 
detached sign mounted or 
incorporated into a solid 
base, and shall be a self- 
supporting structure. 

Included 1 per lot West of Church St:  
60 sq.ft. (per sign 
face) 
East of Church St: 
144 sq ft 

West of Church St: 
6 feet 
East of Church St:  
16 ft. 

Wall Sign A sign attached to or 
erected against the wall 
of a building with the face 
parallel to the building wall 

Included 1 sign per 50 
feet of business 
frontage 

60 sq.ft. n.a.

Projecting Sign A sign attached to a 
building or other structure 
and extending more than 
eighteen (18) inches 
beyond the building plane. 

Included: Count 
only one side, 
except faces with 
angles beyond 
45 degrees count 
each sign face 

1 sign per 50 
feet of business 
frontage 

50 sq.ft. (per sign 
face) 

n.a.

Blade Sign A special projecting sign 
attached to the building 
along the storefront 
frontage following one of 
three design alternatives 
provided by the City of 
Wisconsin Dells. 

Excluded 1 sign per public 
entrance per 
business, except 
each blade 
sign shall be at 
minimum of 40 ft 
apart 

See Downtown 
Design Standards 

See Downtown 
Design 
Standards  

Awning/Canopy/ 
Marquee Sign 

A sign which is painted on, 
attached to, or supported 
by a projecting structure 
(i.e. awning, canopy or 
marquee). 

Included n.a. 75% coverage 
of valance/flat 
profile; 50% 
coverage of 
awning roof 

n.a.

Window Sign 
(no permit 
required for 
interior signs – 
DRC approval still 
required) 

A sign attached to, placed 
against, painted on, or 
placed within three (3) 
feet of a window or door 
of the building which is 
intended for viewing from 
the exterior. 

Excluded n.a. 25% coverage of 
each window/ 
door, excluding 
product display; 
50% coverage of 
each window/ 
door, inclusive of 
product display 

n.a.

Portable Sign A sign not permanently 
attached to the ground or 
other permanent structure 
including sandwich boards, 
pedestal signs, and “A” 
frame signs. 

Excluded 1 per business that 
has obtained a 
food license 

6 sq.ft. per sign 
face, including 
boarder and trim) 

3 feet 
(sandwich 
board); 
4 feet 
(pedestal sign) 

Incidental Sign 
(no permit 
requried) 

Secondary, informational 
signs (e.g menu boards, 
open/hours of operation, 
short-term special event/ 
promotions). 

Excluded 3 per business 
frontage up to 10 
sq.ft. total 

4 sq.ft. 
(count towards 
window sign 
coverage limit) 

Item 
6(1)
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Awning/canopy/marquee signs are signs that are applied to the face of an awning or canopy 
that projects over a window or door opening.

Awning, Canopy & Marquee Sign 

1. Changes to awnings, canopies and marquees
shall meet the requirements under Building
Design - Projections (p.31) within this Design
Standards Handbook.

2. Awning signs shall not cover more than
seventy-five (75) percent of the valance/flat
profile, and shall not cover more than fifty (50)
percent of the awning roof.

3. Canopy and marquee signage shall not cover
more than seventy-five (75) percent of the
valance/flat profile or side panels.

4. Signage is prohibited on the side panels of
Awnings, Marquees, and Canopies.

5. Signage on retractable awning shall be located
on the front valance/flat profile, so that the
signage is visible whether the awning is extended
out or retracted against the building’s façade.

None

Standards

Recommendations

APPROPRIATE This 
awning includes 
a sign that covers 
less than 50% of 
the awning roof and 
has an external light 
source above the 
awning. The awning 
is over a doorway 
and more than 8 feet 
above the sidewalk 
grade.

NOT PERMITTED  The signage on this awning 
covers more than 75% of the valance.

Item 6(3)
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(11) Legacy Signs: a sign designation intended to provide for the preservation of
Wisconsin Dells’ unique character, history and identity, as reflected in its historic
and/or iconic signs.

(12) Illuminated Sign: any sign which has characters, letters, figures, designs or
outlines illuminated externally by electric lights or internally by luminous tubes.

(13) Incidental Sign: secondary, informational signs (e.g. menu boards, open/hours
of operation, short-term special events/promotions).  Beer signs (neon or other),
Reality advertisement, and the like are NOT considered Incidental Signs.

(14) Informational Sign: any sign that provides information regarding the use or
prohibited use of any area or room. These include restrooms, exit/entrance, office,
heated pool, no parking, parking, loading dock.

(15) Internal Signs: any sign placed within three (3) feet of a storefront window or
door intended for viewing from the exterior.

(16) Marquee: a permanent, roof-like structure projecting from a building at the
entrance to the building with signage on the top or face of the structure.

(17) Marquee Sign: a sign which is painted on, attached to, or supported by a marquee.

(18) Monument Sign:   a detached, self-supporting sign mounted or incorporated into a
solid base.

(19) Multi-Tenant Sign: any sign applied for and erected for use by multiple business
owners within the same shopping center, commercial subdivision or distinct area of
the city.

(20) Off-premises Sign: an advertising sign or structure that pertains to goods or
services not sold or provided on the premises where the sign is located, or any
announcement whose subject is not available on the premises.

(21) On-premises Sign: a sign or structure designed, used or intended to be used to
advertise the principal purpose of the business, such as the major category of goods,
materials, or services, sold or provided on the premises where the sign is located.
On Premise does not include tickets sold for off-premise businesses.

(22) Other Advertising Structure: any marquee, canopy or awning as further defined in this
ordinance.

(23) Permittee: a person receiving an erection permit pursuant to the provisions of this
ordinance.

(24)  Person: any person, firm, partnership, association, corporation, company or organization
of any kind.

(25) Pole Sign: any sign supported by uprights or braces placed in the ground and
not attached to any building.

(26) Portable  Sign:   a sign not permanently attached to the ground or other
permanent structure including sandwich boards, pedestal signs, and “A” frame signs.

(27) Projecting Sign:  A sign attached to a building or other structure and extending

Item 6(6)
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(7) Pole Signs. 

(a) Height Limitations.   Pole signs shall not exceed forty-five (45) feet in height, or
as restricted in  Section 22.10, whichever is stricter,  as measured from the point
on the site at which the base of the ground floor of a building thereon would be
located.  For the purpose of this subsection, “ground floor” is defined as follows:
the level of a building is on a sloping or multilevel site which has its floor line at
or not more than 3 feet above exit discharged grade for at least one-half of the
required exit discharges.

(b) Area Limitations. Pole signs shall not exceed three hundred (300) square feet of
area per face, or as defined in Code Sec. 22.10, whichever is stricter.

(c) No pole sign shall be placed upon a tree bank.

(d) No pole sign shall be constructed of wood poles

(e) Any off-premise pole sign shall be a uni-pole structure

(f) All straps used to secure sign wraps shall be camouflage

(8) Portable Signs. 

(a) Location. The sign shall be located witin ten (10) feet of the business entrance, but
shall not be placed in a location where the paved area for passage is reduced to
less than six (6) feet or within twelve (12) feet of an intersection, driveway, public
stairwell or crosswalk.

(b) Usage. The sign shall only be used during business hours.

(c) Material. The sign shall be made of a durable material such as wood or metal.

(d) Liability Agreement.  A license agreement is required in a form and amount
approved by the City indemnifying and holding the City harmless from liability and
naming the City, its officers and employees as an additional insured on a general
liability insurance policy.

(9) Projecting Signs. 

(a) Area Limitations. Projecting signs shall not exceed three hundred (300) square feet
on each side, or as defined in Code Sec. 22.10, whichever is stricter.

(b) Projection over Public Property.    Every projecting sign shall be placed at least
ten (10) feet above the public sidewalk over which it is erected. No projecting sign
shall project more than four (4) feet, six (6) inches into the public way.

(c) Height. The highest point of a projecting sign shall be no more than ten (10) feet
above the roof line of the building upon which the projecting sign is placed, or as
defined in Code Sec. 22.10, whichever is stricter.

(d) Content. Projecting signs shall promote or relate only to on- premises goods,
services or activities.

(e) Placement. Projecting signs shall be a minimum of forty (40) feet apart; except
that each building or business may have a projecting sign.

(f) Declaration of Policy.  The erection of a projecting sign over the public right-or- 
way is declared to be a privilege granted by the City of Wisconsin Dells.  There is
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