
CITY OF WISCONSIN DELLS MEETING AGENDA 
 
Meeting Description           DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE  
Date:  WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2017       Time:  10:00AM      Location:  MUNICIPAL 
BUILDING -300 LA CROSSE STREET, WISCONSIN DELLS, WI 
 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS    

 

ALDER MOR - CHAIR BEN BORCHER DAN GAVINSKI MARIA ROSHOLT JACQUELINE MORSE 

AGENDA 

1 Call to order and attendance 

2 Discussion / Decision of the January 25 Meeting Minutes 

3 Discussion / Decision on Proposed sign application(s) submitted for review, if any  

4 Discussion / Decision on Outdoor seating/dining application(s) submitted for review, if any 

5 Discussion / Decision on Building/site plan application(s) submitted for review, if any 

6 Discussion / Decision on Design Standard and Ordinance Updates 

7 Items for referral to future meeting  

8 Set date and time of future meeting (February 22) 

9 Adjournment 

10  

  11  

12  

 

Open Meetings Notice: If this meeting is attended by one or more members of the Common Council who are not 
members of this committee, their attendance may create a quorum of another city commission, board or committee 
under the Wisconsin Open Meetings Law; However, no formal action will be taken by any governmental body at the 
above stated meeting other than the body, committee, commission, or board identified in this meeting notice.  Please 
be advised that upon reasonable notice, the City of Wisconsin Dells will furnish appropriate auxiliary aids and 
services to afford individuals with disabilities an equal opportunity to participate in meeting activities. 
 

  

 CHAIRPERSON – DAR MOR                      DISTRIBUTED February 3, 2017 



Staff Comment 
Sign Applications 
DRC 02/08/17 

Item 3a) Rocky Rococo / A&W Billboard 

The City has received an application from Rocky Rococo and A&W  to change the copy of 
signage on a billboard on STH 13 and to add a Projecting sign on the Building at 1012 Stand Rock Rd. 

 The billboard sign is not within the C-2 District and is therefore not subject to the Design 
Standards.  The existing sign is a conforming off premise pole sign.  This application appears to be a 
direct message replacement only and not a change to the structure of the sign.  This billboard and the 
associated message change appear to conform to the existing sign ordinance. 

Item 3b) Rocky Rococo / A&W Roof sign 

The A&W roof sign proposed for the building is also not within the C-2 District and is therefore 
not subject to the Design Standards.  As the proposed new A&W sign and the existing Rocky Rococo sign 
are mounted on the roof of the building, they would have to be evaluated as a single combined roof sign 
on the building.  The sign code requires roof signs be 100 ft apart in the C-4 large scale zone where this 
sign is located.   

Exhibit A of sign ordinance section 22.09 allows signs to be measured using multiple connected 
simple shapes, circles, rectangles, and triangles.   The applicant has demonstrated how they calculated 
the combined signage dimension using a circle and rectangles.   The method demonstrated the 
combined signage falls under the 300 sq ft limit for a single roof sign.  The applicant has also 
demonstrated that if only rectangles are used in the calculation, the combined signage will exceed 300 
sq ft by 9 sq ft.   

In most cases, each individual business is allowed their own on-premise sign, and in combined 
business areas the code allows the applicant to obtain a CUP to erect a multi-tenant sign that as a single 
structure exceeds 300 sq ft.  In this case, it seems reasonable to allow the use of a circle to calculate the 
area of the circular sign, and consider this a single roof sign within the 300 sq ft limit.  However, it also 
seems understandable that this sign could be considered not aesthetically pleasing, in part due to the 
clashing red and orange colors.  
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Downtown Design Standard Review 

1. Monument Signs
a. Allow height greater than 6 ft off Broadway.

Committee Recommendation (011117) – 10 ft Height OK East of Church St and >1/2 Block N or S of Broadway

2. Vending machine signage

3. Projecting structure signs (Awnings and canopies)
a. Not allowed on side of awning
b. Currently signs are allowed on the side of canopies.  Add language that they are required to meet sign

and design standards of a blade sign.
c. Currently “shall not be made of shiny materials or have a shiny finish”.  Do we want to specify no vinyl?

4. LED string lighting – not currently addressed in standards
a. Allow larger bulbs as in plaza or at high rock?
b. No Christmas lights in the summer
c. Christmas lights in trees

5. Window coverings in off season
a. Currently no regulations as they are not signs
b. Specify that opaque window coverings (over 50%?) must meet a design standard?

6. Incidental signs
a. Count toward maximum 25% of window.
b. Do not include merchandise signs, e.g. realtor listings

Committee Recommendation (011117) – Incidental Signs count toward 25% maximum.  Beer signs and Realtor 
Signs are not considered incidental.  

7. Super Graphics
a. No fee
b. DRC and Council approval required - (Public Notice required?)
c. No advertisement for business, but historical advertisements OK.  (Current Ordinance allows

advertisement on a part of a Super Mural if the letters, words, or numbers of the advertisement meets
current sign requirements)

8. Food trucks and carts
a. Joint meeting recommended food trucks not allowed in C-2
b. Joint meeting recommended food carts be allowed with standards to be approved, including:

i. Cart is used on and by the property owner
ii. Cart is selling products already available in the store
iii. Approval of the entire business façade look

9. Outdoor retail non-food sales and services
a. Table and tent set-up
b. Currently requires CUP from Planning and Council

10. Review of outdoor dining

11. Off-premise signs outside of downtown
a. Increase regulation?
b. C-4 (majority of Wis. Dells Parkway) Currently there is a 100 ft separation requirement
c. C-1 (surrounding downtown) C-3 (other highway zones) Currently 500 ft separation req.

12. Continue to review On-premise signs outside of the downtown

13. Design Standards outside of downtown
a. Signage or Architectural
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28 C i t y o f  W i s c o n s i n  D e l l s  |  W i s c o n s i n  

Section 22.12 Non-Conforming Signs & Structures 

(1) Definition. Any sign or projecting structure constructed in accordance with
ordinances and other applicable laws in effect on the date of its construction, but
which by reason of its type, size, height, location, design, material, method of
illumination, number of signs, or construction is not in conformance with this
Chapter shall be considered a legal non-conforming sign or projecting structure.

(2) Continuation/Loss of Status.   The lawful use of a nonconforming sign or
projecting structure may continue unless one (1) or more of the following occurs:

(a) The sign or projecting structure is structurally altered in a way, except for normal
maintenance or repair.

(b) When the sign or projecting structure is fifty (50) percent or more damaged by
fire, flood, explosion, earthquake, war, riot or act of God.

(c) The sign or projecting structure is relocated.

(d) The sign or projecting structure fails to conform to Code Sec. 22.04 regarding
maintenance and repair, abandonment, dangerous or defective.

(e) If located on property that is sold, with the full ownership of the property being
transferred, the nonconforming sign and/or projecting structure must be brought
into conformance with the sign regulations of this article at the time of the transfer
unless the business will continue to operate under the same name.

Exemption: Existing pole signs in the C-2 District east of Bowman Rd may be 
granted an exemption from 22.12(2)(e) by the DRC 

(3) Compliance. Within thirty (30) days of occurrence of any of the above, the sign
or projecting structure shall be brought in compliance with this Chapter with a new
permit secured, or the sign or projecting structure shall be removed at the owner’s
expense.

(4) Maintenance and Repair.   Nothing in this Chapter shall relieve the owner or user
of a legal non-conforming sign/projecting structure or the owner of the property in
which the sign and/or projecting structure is located from the provisions of this
Chapter regarding safety, maintenance and repair of the sign and/or projecting
structure.

Section 22.13 Enforcement 

(1) Order to Correct. 

(a) Whenever the City, its agents or employees, shall upon inspection of sign or
structure find conditions in violation of this Code, an Order shall be issued to the
owner and/or occupant of the sign or structure to correct the conditions.

(b) The order shall identify the conditions to be corrected and specify a time within
which the owner and/or occupant shall comply.

(c) The order shall be served upon the owner and/or occupant by delivering a copy
to the owner, occupant personally, or by delivering the same to and leaving it with
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Offices in Illinois, Iowa, Minnesota, and Wisconsin 

2901 International Lane, Suite 300, Madison, WI 53704‐3133 
(608) 242‐7779     (800) 446‐0679 

FAX:  (608) 242‐5664     WEB ADDRESS:  www.msa‐ps.com 
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More ideas. Better solutions.® 

Memo 

To:  Chris Tollaksen & Design Review Committee 

From:  Stephen Tremlett, Urban Designer 

Subject:  Re: Dells Signage 

Date:  January 18, 2017 

SIGN RESTRITION CONCERN #1 

The C‐2 Downtown district gets more than a block off of Broadway on west side, and the grocery store falls 
in that zone.  The store recently sold and installed some new signage.  At one point they were considering 
removing the existing pole sign and replacing it with a monument sign, but the 6 ft height limitation scared 
them, as they thought it would not be visible from the main street.  We went ahead and let them update the 
existing pole sign, but we think their proposed monument sign would be an improvement.   

What do you think? 
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
MSA RESPONSE 

The standards were created to improve the pedestrian experience in downtown Dells –more elements at 
pedestrian scale (i.e., less automobile centric).  The primary focus is on Broadway Avenue; however, people 
will experience all portions of  the downtown, so consistency  is  important  to providing  the experience 
desired in the vision for the downtown.  That being said, the City/DRC could decide to allow taller monument 
signs beyond visibility of Broadway Avenue (beyond the alleyways behind Broadway Avenue businesses).  I 
would agree the sign overall looks better than just replacing the sign face of the existing pole sign; however, 
I do have a few concerns. 

1. The sign appears to be at least 12‐14 feet tall.  As a pedestrian walking adjacent to the sign, it

will feel imposing.  I would still keep the height restriction to 6 feet on Broadway Avenue, but

could see the following amendment if desired by the City/DRC:

Standard #4: “For properties visible from Broadway Avenue (within one half block of 
Broadway), monument signs shall not be more than six (6) feet tall, at the highest point, 
from the sidewalk grade.  For all remaining properties, monument signs shall not be taller 
than ten (10) feet and shall be set back from the property line a minimum of five (5) feet.” 
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 The signs visibility from Broadway Avenue albeit a desire of the business should not be a

factor is providing a waiver.  There is no undue hardship as all other businesses off Superior

Avenue have the same restriction.

 If you allow a taller sign, requiring a setback of the sign will help to mitigate its impact on

pedestrians using the adjacent sidewalk.  I am not suggesting requiring a sign setback along

Broadway Avenue as the sign will not be constructed above an average person height, and

the buildings are closer together so visibility of these lower signs will ideally be closer to the

street (with a preference of a couple feet setback for landscaping buffer).

2. The sign also would not meet Standard #3, as the sign is not perpendicular to the sidewalk.  This

would also preclude motorists from seeing the sign from Broadway Avenue.  If the City/DRC

feels this standard is not important off Broadway Avenue, I would amend the standard as

follows:

Standard #3: “For properties visible from Broadway Avenue (within one half block of 

Broadway), monument signs shall be oriented perpendicular…”   

3. The sign as shown does not include landscaping around the base, as required by Standard #5.

SIGN RESTRICTION CONCERN #2 

We are also looking at vending machine signage, have you dealt with that before? 
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
MSA RESPONSE 

I have not personally worked on vending machine signage regulation.  Per your request, a quick search found 
the following language. 

 Signs that display the name, trademark or logo of the company or brand or prices provided the
display is an integral part of vending machine, automatic teller machine or gas pump.  The sign shall
not exceed 32 square feet in area per side. (Durham, NC)

 Permanent signs on vending machines, gas pumps or ice containers indicating only the contents of
such devices provided that such devices must be located within 10 feet of the building. The sign area
of each such device may not exceed 6 square feet. (Ann Arbor, MI)

 Permanent potentially internally illuminated but non flashing signs on vending machines gasoline
pumps ice or milk containers or other similar machines indicating only the contents of such devices
the pricing of the contents contained within directional or instructional information as to use and
other similar information Vending machine signs that are internally illuminated must be located
inside of a building or in a space that is not visible from the public right of way (Aspen, CO)

Item 6(2)
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SIGN RESTRICTION CONCERN #3 

Another item we are reconsidering are signs on the side of existing canopies.  One question I have is that the 
standard is not explicitly clear, but it appears signage is currently allowed on the side of canopies but not on 
the side of Awnings.  I assume this is because it would be better to incorporate a Blade sign with an awning, 
but an existing canopy may not allow any space for a blade sign.  We currently require signs on the side of 
canopies to meet the blade sign requirements, but that is being reconsidered.  I am curious what you think. 
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
MSA RESPONSE 

Your assessment is correct.  The use of existing canopies for signage directed at pedestrians were considered 
appropriate due to canopy limitations on blades sign size (due to height clearance) and visibility concerns, as 
well as there is existing signage use of canopy side panels.  However, the overall goal is to move towards 
blade signs on all storefronts, where possible.  Unlike canopies, awnings generally do not stretch the entire 
storefront and are not as permanent of a structure.  For these reasons, blade signs should be able to worked 
into the storefront façade with awnings.  If the City/DRC prefers to restrict the use of side panels to promote 
blade signs (attached to the building or hanging under the canopy), this would be in keeping with the vision 
for the downtown.  Per your statement regarding the clarity of the use of awning side panels, this could be 
made more explicit by adding the following statement: 

Standard #2:  “…and shall not cover more than fifty (50) percent of the awning roof.  The use of side 
panels on awnings is prohibited.” 

SIGN RESTRICTION CONCERN #4 

We are also getting a lot of led light strings installed in town, including the City’s in the plaza.  Do you have 
an opinion about this? 
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
MSA RESPONSE 

My opinion is that commercial‐grade globe string lights are fine if properly affixed to building and/or pole 
support, contains only low wattage bulbs (e.g., not greater than 50 lumens per bulb), located within the 
pedestrian way, plaza, patio, outdoor dining area or  the primary entry  into a building.   However,  this 
regulation should allow for other types of lighting during the holiday season with a defined beginning and 
end (e.g., Thanksgiving through January 15). 

Item 6(3)
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SIGN RESTRICTION CONCERN #5 

We want to address are the tarps many businesses hang in their windows in the winter.  These don’t have 
signage, but have you ever come up with an aesthetic standard for this? 
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
MSA RESPONSE 

Although I didn’t find a specific regulation restricting the use of tarps, it may be plausible to restrict its use as 
long as there are alternative methods recommended to screen storefronts during the off‐season within the 
design standards (see attached example from the Village of East Hampton, NY).  The information in this 
document can be modified for Wisconsin Dells and incorporated in the design standards and/or sent to 
property owners to suggest how best to deal with off‐season storefront display.  If tarps are not prohibited, 
some restrictions/guidelines may be advisable.  An example guideline is shown below. 

“The use of tarps is generally discouraged. However, when tarps are used and are visible from 
public sidewalk they must be of a neutral color and used temporarily. Light and bright colored 
tarps are prohibited.” 

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
Let me know if you should have any follow up questions or comments. 

Sincerely, 

Steve Tremlett, Urban Designer 
MSA Professional Services, Inc. 
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MAINTAINING AN ATTRACTIVE COMMERCIAL DISTRICT

                           DURING THE OFF-SEASON:

     GUIDELINES FOR VACANT AND CLOSED STORES

This store on Newtown Lane maintained a window display while closed during 
the off-season. The posters, placed four feet in from the window, provide 
visual interest while screening the interior.

Village of East Hampton





MAINTAINING AN ATTRACTIVE COMMERCIAL DISTRICT

                       DURING THE OFF-SEASON:

       GUIDELINES FOR VACANT OR CLOSED STORES

CONTENTS

VILLAGE SIGN CODE
1.     Storefronts signs
2.     Window paper with graphics
3.     Real estate signs

RECOMMENDED
4.     Window display and a screen
5.     Window signs and a screen
6.     Posters placed 4 feet in from the windows
7.     A window display in the public interest

NOT RECOMMENDED
8.     Papered-over windows
9.     Empty display windows



20'-0"

The Village Code pertaining to signs for commercial buildings is summarized
below. The sign code can be accessed on the internet by clicking the "Village
Code" tab at www.easthamptonvillage.org. and then selecting Section 278
Zoning and subsection 278-4 Signs.

PERMIT REQUIRED: Approval for any sign must be obtained from the Design
Review Board before the sign is installed. The sign application is available at
Village Hall or on the internet by clicking the "Permits & Applications" tab at
www.easthamptonvillage.org.

DEFINITION OF A SIGN: Any advertising structure, display board, screen,
structure, shadow box, poster, mannequin, banner, pennant, cloth, bill, bulletin,
painting, printing or other device or object or part therof used to announce,
identify, declare, demonstrate, display or in any manner advertise or attract the
attention of the public by means of letters, words, figures or colors.

DEFINITION OF A WINDOW SIGN: Any sign placed on the inside (within no
more than four feet) or outside of any window or door of any building which is
visible from a sidewalk, street or other public place, not including merchandise
on display.

SIGN AREA: A storefront may have a total sign area not exceeding one square
foot for each horizontal foot of the storefront.Window signs shall occupy no more
than 25% of the window area. The area of a sign shall be measured by the area
of the largest rectangle required to enclose the sign. The storefront illustrated
above,which is 20' wide, has the maximum sign area of 20 square feet. The
principal sign is 9 s.f, each window sign is 4.5 s.f. and each book logo is 1 s.f.

VILLAGE SIGN CODE: STOREFRONT SIGNS

1

VILLAGE BOOKSTORE

    VILLAGE  
BOOKSTORE

    VILLAGE  
BOOKSTORE



FINE CLOTHING

4'-0"
All signs need 
permits.
Signs cannot 
exceed 25% of 
the window area.

4'-0"
4'-1"

FINE CLOTHING
OPENING MAY 1

FINE CLOTHING FINE CLOTHING

FINE CLOTHING FINE CLOTHING

OPENING MAY 1

FINE CLOTHING FINE CLOTHING
FINE CLOTHING

FINE CLOTHING FINE CLOTHING

FINE CLOTHING FINE CLOTHING
FINE CLOTHING

FINE CLOTHING FINE CLOTHING

Screen placed 4' -1" from 
the window is exempt 

2

           VILLAGE SIGN CODE: WINDOW PAPER WITH GRAPHICS

In the above illustration, paper with lettering has been
applied to the display windows of a store that is closed
during the off-season.  

This treatment is not allowed. According to the Village
sign code, these sheets of paper with lettering are
window signs and are illegal because they cover more
than 25% of the window area. 

If these sheets with lettering were placed as a screen
at a distance greater than 4 feet in from the window
they would not need a permit and there would be no
restriction in size.



AVAILABLE 
 TO LEASE

 324-0000

               VILLAGE SIGN CODE:  REAL ESTATE SIGNS

3

A real estate sign may be placed without a sign permit subject to the following
restrictions:

(1) The real estate sign shall not exceed 7 square feet in area.

(2) Only one real estate sign per property is permitted.

This illustration shows the maximum allowable real estate sign of 7 square feet. 



62.54

VILLAGE SURF SHOP

4'-0"
Merchandise
on display

Screen with graphics
placed 4' - 1" from 
the window.

4

RECOMMENDED: WINDOW DISPLAY AND A SCREEN

In the storefront illustrated above, merchandise is left
on display while the store is closed during the
off-season. 

A screen placed at a distance greater than 4 feet from
the window contains graphics.

A glazed door may be screened by a roller blind.

By keeping merchandise on display, the storefront has
visual interest and continues to contribute to the life of
the business district.

OPEN
MAY 1



FINE CLOTHING

OPEN MAY 1 OPEN MAY 1

Plain screen
with no
graphics
placed within
4' of the 
window Window 

sign

5

RECOMMENDED: WINDOW SIGNS AND A SCREEN

In the storefront illustrated above, signs that meet the
Village sign code are placed in the window while the
store is closed during the off-season.

In this example, the permanent store sign is only 4
square feet while the maximum allowable sign area for
the storefront, which is 20' wide, is 20 square feet. The
difference of 16 square feet may be applied to window
signs. Each display window is 32 square feet in area
allowing a maximum window sign of 8 square feet
(25% of 32 s.f.).

The above window signs illustrate the maximum size
of 8 square feet that is allowed in each display window.

In this example, a plain screen, 4 feet high, is
positioned behind the signs to further close off the
view of the store interior.

The window signs give the storefront a visual focus
and allow the store to remain a positive presence in
the business district.



FINE CLOTHING

Poster hung 
4' - 1" from 
the window.

4' - 1"

FINE CLOTHING FINE CLOTHING

OPEN
MAY 1

6

RECOMMENDED: POSTERS PLACED 4 FEET IN FROM THE WINDOWS

In the storefront illustrated above, posters
(approximately 4 feet square) are placed within the
store at a distance from the window that is greater
than 4 feet.

A similar option is to display graphics on a pull-down
screen set more than four feet from the window.

Posters or screens at this location are not considered
window signs and do not require a sign permit as they
would if placed within 4 feet of the windows.

These large posters both provide a visual focus for the
storefront and adequately screen the store interior. 



4' - 1"

Poster with
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RECOMMENDED: A WINDOW DISPLAY IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST

One option for a window display in a vacant store is an
exhibit that benefits the public. In the storefront
illustrated above, posters of historic photographs are
placed in the windows.

These posters give the storefront an attractive and
interesting appearance. The posters, which are 4 feet
high, also screen the store interior.

An exhibit of historic objects or of art could also be a
display in the pubic interest.

The Village may provide information to property
owners or tenants interested in placing a display in
the public interest in their storefront. 



AVAILABLE 
 TO LEASE

 324-0000

6'-2"
4'-0"

8

NOT RECOMMENDED: PAPERED-OVER WINDOWS

Plain paper of a single color with no text or graphics
may be applied to a window without a sign permit. 

However, a storefront with papered-over windows
detracts from the character of the business district and
this treatment is discouraged. 

Papered-over windows are appropriate only as a
temporary installation while renovation and
construction work is underway within a store.

When windows must be papered, they should be
covered with a single sheet, which makes a neater
appearance than does multiple pieces taped together.
Kraft paper is readily available in 4' rolls. In the
storefront illustrated above, the windows are covered
with paper that is 4 feet wide. This provides a screen
that is high enough to block the view of pedestrians. 
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In this example the storefront windows are left empty. If the interior is
kept clean and orderly, empty display windows are preferrable to
papered-over windows. 

Nevertheless, empty display windows make no contribution to the
business district and, like papered-over windows, detract from the life
and vitality of the street. 

NOT RECOMMENDED: EMPTY DISPLAY WINDOWS
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(11) Legacy Signs: a sign designation intended to provide for the preservation of
Wisconsin Dells’ unique character, history and identity, as reflected in its historic
and/or iconic signs.

(12) Illuminated Sign: any sign which has characters, letters, figures, designs or
outlines illuminated externally by electric lights or internally by luminous tubes.

(13) Incidental Sign: secondary, informational signs (e.g. menu boards, open/hours
of operation, short-term special events/promotions).  Beer signs (neon or other),
Reality advertisement, and the like are NOT considered Incidental Signs.

(14) Informational Sign: any sign that provides information regarding the use or
prohibited use of any area or room. These include restrooms, exit/entrance, office,
heated pool, no parking, parking, loading dock.

(15) Internal Signs: any sign placed within three (3) feet of a storefront window or
door intended for viewing from the exterior.

(16) Marquee: a permanent, roof-like structure projecting from a building at the
entrance to the building with signage on the top or face of the structure.

(17) Marquee Sign: a sign which is painted on, attached to, or supported by a marquee.

(18) Monument Sign:   a detached, self-supporting sign mounted or incorporated into a
solid base.

(19) Multi-Tenant Sign: any sign applied for and erected for use by multiple business
owners within the same shopping center, commercial subdivision or distinct area of
the city.

(20) Off-premises Sign: an advertising sign or structure that pertains to goods or
services not sold or provided on the premises where the sign is located, or any
announcement whose subject is not available on the premises.

(21) On-premises Sign: a sign or structure designed, used or intended to be used to
advertise the principal purpose of the business, such as the major category of goods,
materials, or services, sold or provided on the premises where the sign is located.
On Premise does not include tickets sold for off-premise businesses.

(22) Other Advertising Structure: any marquee, canopy or awning as further defined in this
ordinance.

(23) Permittee: a person receiving an erection permit pursuant to the provisions of this
ordinance.

(24)  Person: any person, firm, partnership, association, corporation, company or organization
of any kind.

(25) Pole Sign: any sign supported by uprights or braces placed in the ground and
not attached to any building.

(26) Portable  Sign:   a sign not permanently attached to the ground or other
permanent structure including sandwich boards, pedestal signs, and “A” frame signs.

(27) Projecting Sign:  A sign attached to a building or other structure and extending
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Table E: Downtown C-2 District Permitted Signage 

Sign Type Sign Description Total Sign Area 
Restriction 

Number of Signs 
Allowed 

Maximum Area 
Per Sign 

Maximum 
Sign Height 

Total Sign Area 
Permitted 

The total sign area 
permitted for each business 
shall be determined by 
multiplying the length of 
lineal business frontage 

5 sq. ft. / 1 lineal 
ft. of business 
frontage with a 
minimum of 144 
sq.ft. a maximum 
of 300 sq.ft. 

Monument Sign Monument sign is a 
detached sign mounted or 
incorporated into a solid 
base, and shall be a self- 
supporting structure. 

Included 1 per lot 60 sq.ft. (per sign 
face) 

6 feet 

Wall Sign A sign attached to or 
erected against the wall 
of a building with the face 
parallel to the building wall 

Included 1 sign per 50 
feet of business 
frontage 

60 sq.ft. n.a.

Projecting Sign A sign attached to a 
building or other structure 
and extending more than 
eighteen (18) inches 
beyond the building plane. 

Included: Count 
only one side, 
except faces with 
angles beyond 
45 degrees count 
each sign face 

1 sign per 50 
feet of business 
frontage 

50 sq.ft. (per sign 
face) 

n.a.

Blade Sign A special projecting sign 
attached to the building 
along the storefront 
frontage following one of 
three design alternatives 
provided by the City of 
Wisconsin Dells. 

Excluded 1 sign per public 
entrance per 
business, except 
each blade 
sign shall be at 
minimum of 40 ft 
apart 

See Downtown 
Design Standards 

See 
Downtown 
Design 
Standards 

Awning/Canopy/ 
Marquee Sign 

A sign which is painted on, 
attached to, or supported 
by a projecting structure 
(i.e. awning, canopy or 
marquee). 

Included n.a. 75% coverage 
of valance/flat 
profile; 50% 
coverage of 
awning roof 

n.a.

Window Sign 
(no permit 
required for 
interior signs – 
DRC approval still 
required) 

A sign attached to, placed 
against, painted on, or 
placed within three (3) 
feet of a window or door 
of the building which is 
intended for viewing from 
the exterior. 

Excluded n.a. 25% coverage of 
each window/ 
door, excluding 
product display; 
50% coverage of 
each window/ 
door, inclusive of 
product display 

n.a.

Portable Sign A sign not permanently 
attached to the ground or 
other permanent structure 
including sandwich boards, 
pedestal signs, and “A” 
frame signs. 

Excluded 1 per business that 
has obtained a 
food license 

6 sq.ft. per sign 
face, including 
boarder and trim) 

3 feet 
(sandwich 
board); 
4 feet 
(pedestal 
sign) 

Incidental Sign 
(no permit 
requried) 

Secondary, informational 
signs (e.g menu boards, 
open/hours of operation, 
short-term special event/ 
promotions). 

Excluded 3 per business 
frontage up to 10 
sq.ft. total 

4 sq.ft. 
(count towards 
window sign 
coverage limit) 
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