
CITY OF WISCONSIN DELLS MEETING AGENDA

Meeting Description DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE
Date: WEDNESDAY, JULY 11, 2018 Time: 10:00AM Location: MUNICIPAL BUILDING -
300 LA CROSSE STREET, WISCONSIN DELLS, WI

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

ALDER DEFOSSE BEN BORCHER DAN GAVINSKI MARIA ROSHOLT JACQUELINE MORSE

AGENDA

1 Call to order and attendance

2 Discussion / Decision of the June 20, 2018 Meeting Minutes

3
Discussion / Decision on Proposed sign application(s) submitted for review, if any 

(a) Window sign – Escape Room – 325 Broadway
(b)

4
Discussion / Decision on Building/site plan application(s) submitted for review, if any

(a) Escape Room façade – 325 Broadway 

5

Discussion / Decision on Outdoor seating/dining application(s) submitted for review, if any
(a) Riverfront – 17 – 29 Broadway
(b) El Asador – 452 Broadway (food cart)

6
Discussion / Decision on Proposed Façade Improvement Grant projects, if any

(a)

7 Discussion / Decision on Proposed changes to the Design Standards, if any
(a)

8 Items for referral to future meeting 

9 Set date and time of future meeting (July 25)

Open Meetings Notice: If this meeting is attended by one or more members of the Common Council who are not 

members of this committee, their attendance may create a quorum of another city commission, board or committee 

under the Wisconsin Open Meetings Law; However, no formal action will be taken by any governmental body at the 

above stated meeting other than the body, committee, commission, or board identified in this meeting notice.  

Please be advised that upon reasonable notice, the City of Wisconsin Dells will furnish appropriate auxiliary aids 

and services to afford individuals with disabilities an equal opportunity to participate in meeting activities.

CHAIRPERSON – JESSE DEFOSSE                      DISTRIBUTED JULY 06, 2018



MEETING NOTES



CITY OF WISCONSIN DELLS 

DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

June 20, 2018 

Chairperson Jesse DeFosse called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.  Notice of the meeting was 
provided to the Dells Events, WNNO Radio and posted in accordance with State Statutes.  

 

Present: Dan Gavinski, Jackie Morse, Ben Borcher and Alderman Jesse DeFosse.  

 
Others: City Planner/Zoning Administrator Chris Tollaksen, Stephanie Gunderson, Eric Helland, 
Kyler Royston, Allie Schultz - Riverfront, Brian Holzem, Keith Kohler - Keg, Toby Vale - River Gifts, 
Marijo Zietlow - Myrt and Lucy’s.   
 

1. Motion by Gavinski and seconded by Morse to approve the May 30, 2018 meeting minutes.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 

2. Sign Applications  
a. Myrt & Lucy’s Restaurant 414 Broadway: Discussion on application to place a portable 

sign outside the restaurant on private property or on red concrete terrace, not on gray 
pedestrian walkway.  Gavinski motioned to approve with the contingency that the bear 
planter also remains on approved areas.  Borcher seconded, motion carried 
unanimously.  

b. Palm & Psychic Readings Wall Sign 301 Broadway: Morse motioned to approve 
contingent on final design to be approved by Morse, noted changes including that the 
sign matches the “ARCADE” sign in size and background color to complement the 
existing building and signage with similar colors.  Borcher seconded, motion carried 
unanimously. 

c. Mural, 11 Broadway:  Borcher moved to approve the proposal to install the river mural 
on the originally proposed DBC building wall with a clause to be signed by the City of 
Wisconsin Dells, Dells Boat Tours, Riverview Boat Line and Eric Helland relating to the 
usage of Helland’s property to get to the mural.   Morse seconded, motion carried 
unanimously. 

d. River Gifts, 731 Oak: Gavinski motioned to approve the application for River Gifts with 
the contingency the colors will have final approval from Morse and Tollaksen and tie 
into the aesthetic of the existing building.  Borcher seconded, motion carried 
unanimously. 
 

3. Outdoor Seating/Dining Applications 
a. Riverfront 17-29 Broadway: Discussion on what to expect for furnishings and signage at 

the Riverfront Terrace.  Gavinski motioned to approve only temporary usage of 
umbrellas with sponsor logos and final approval of proposal with the contingency that 
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commercial grade furniture will be used and the block color terra cotta will be used for 
the permanent umbrellas.  Borcher seconded, motion carried unanimously. 
 

4. Building/Site Plan Applications  
a. Escape Room Façade, 325 Broadway:  Discussion on the Elusive Escape Room covering 

the first-floor façade of their business with aluminum siding.  Borcher motioned to 
approve the proposal and aluminum material with the contingency that the entire first 
floor of the building be included, the openings must be trimmed out and a darker shade 
used on the flat pieces.  Gavinski seconded, motion carried unanimously. 

b. Keg Façade, 732 Oak: Morse motioned to approve the proposal by the Keg: including to 
remove the glass doors with windows and filling in the bottom of the space with cedar 
siding per the rendering provided; with the contingency that it ties in with the rest of 
the building and the windows and openings be trimmed out.  Keith Kohler stated he 
would like to replace the rope fencing along the front of the Patio with the cedar fencing 
that was installed in the front of the outside seating.  Keith also stated some of the 
wood siding would be replaced as well but painted to match the original.  Borcher 
seconded, motion carried unanimously.  
 

5. Façade Improvement Grant Projects -None 
 

6. Proposed Changes to Design Standards – None 
 

7. Items for Future Meetings – Escape Room Facade 
 

8. Next Meeting is set for Wednesday, July 11, 2018. 
 

9. Motion to adjourn by Borcher, seconded by Morse.  Motion unanimously carried and meeting 
adjourned at 11:05 a.m. 
 

 

 

__________________________ 

Stephanie Gunderson 

 

 

 

 

 



Escape Room 
325 Broadway 
Facade 
DRC 071118 
 
 
The City has received an application for a window sign from the Elusive Escape Room attraction at 325 
Broadway.   
This sign covers approximately 18% of the glass area, which is below the 25% maximum. 
 
The applicant has stated they intend the final design to have the interior of all the letters be open.   
The applicant also acknowledged that they glass doors do slide open, and while they are normally closed, they 
would entertain a design that accommodates this more.  See attached e-mails. 
 
The Escape Room has stated that the building owner will be completing the façade for the building. 
 
The City has provided an example of an acceptable façade for the building, but has not yet received a plan 
from the building owner. 
 
 
 
Chris Tollaksen  
City of Wisconsin Dells 
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1

Chris Tollaksen

From: Jon Mead [jon@dellsescaperooms.com]
Sent: Friday, July 06, 2018 11:25 AM
To: Chris Tollaksen
Subject: Re: COA

The sliders only open during the hot times. Otherwise they will be pushed open and stack to the left. We are still in 
discussion if we want to do the vinyl because of the appearance when he sliders are open. Another idea was to do 
multiple smaller logos (like at Dells Game Show) that all line up so when the sliders are open it only shows one logo on 
that far left slider. Open to both possibilities.  
 
Has Izik contacted you regarding the facade? 

Jonathan Mead  
General Manager/Co-Owner 
Dells Escape Rooms 
Business 608.678.2272 | Cell 608.354.4819 
 
On Jul 6, 2018, at 9:47 AM, Chris Tollaksen <ctollaksen@dellscitygov.com> wrote: 

Jon, 
I could see the size being adjusted to look better proportionately, but the committee has the eye for design and 
will comment. 
  
One thing that just occurred to me, is I believe you have sliding glass doors that open up into your lobby.  Are 
those still there?  Do you intend to keep those closed all the time? 
  
Chris Tollaksen 
Zoning Administrator/Building Official 
City of Wis. Dells 
(608) 253‐2542  
Fax (608) 254‐8904 
  
  

From: Jon Mead [mailto:jon@dellsescaperooms.com]  
Sent: Thursday, July 05, 2018 2:32 PM 
To: Chris Tollaksen 
Subject: Re: COA 
  
Chris, 
  
Attached is the CoA, rendering, and a sketch I did to make it a bit more accurate. You will see an area in 
the "O"'s of the room words that I blacked out with marker. The idea with that is to have the circles cut 
out, same with the large "E" on escape. Worth noting that the size can be adjusted, this is just what the 
designer initially came up with. 
  
Thanks, 
  
Jon 

 
From: Chris Tollaksen <ctollaksen@dellscitygov.com> 
Sent: Thursday, July 5, 2018 10:24:05 AM 







Escape Room

MRW

MRW

1

6-19-18

6-28-18
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El Asador
452 Broadway
Food Cart
DRC 071118

The City has received an application for a food cart at El Asador at 425 Broadway.

When they filled out the application, the presented a picture on a cell phone of a El Asador food cart that they 
would like to place within the fenced in dining area of their restaurant. However, they have not supplied a
picture to be presented to the committee. 

This agenda items was reserved in the hope a picture of the requested use will be provided for the meeting.

Chris Tollaksen 
City of Wisconsin Dells 
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