
CITY OF WISCONSIN DELLS MEETING AGENDA

Meeting Description DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE
Date: WEDNESDAY, MARCH 21, 2018 Time: 10:00AM Location: MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
-300 LA CROSSE STREET, WISCONSIN DELLS, WI

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

ALDER MOR - CHAIR BEN BORCHER DAN GAVINSKI MARIA ROSHOLT JACQUELINE MORSE

AGENDA

1 Call to order and attendance

2 Discussion / Decision of the March 07, 2018 Meeting Minutes

3

Discussion / Decision on Proposed sign application(s) submitted for review, if any
(a) VR Experience – Marquee sign - 321 Broadway
(b) River Dawg – 808 River

i. Portable sign
ii. Wall Sign

4
Discussion / Decision on Outdoor seating/dining application(s) submitted for review, if any

(a) River Dawg

5 Discussion / Decision on Building/site plan application(s) submitted for review, if any
(a)

6
Discussion / Decision on Proposed Façade Improvement Grant projects 

(a) 38 Broadway (preliminary information to be provided at meeting)

7 Items for referral to future meeting 

8 Set date and time of future meeting (April 4)

Open Meetings Notice: If this meeting is attended by one or more members of the Common Council who are not 

members of this committee, their attendance may create a quorum of another city commission, board or committee 

under the Wisconsin Open Meetings Law; However, no formal action will be taken by any governmental body at the 

above stated meeting other than the body, committee, commission, or board identified in this meeting notice.  

Please be advised that upon reasonable notice, the City of Wisconsin Dells will furnish appropriate auxiliary aids 

and services to afford individuals with disabilities an equal opportunity to participate in meeting activities.

CHAIRPERSON – DAR MOR                      DISTRIBUTED MARCH 16, 2018



VR Universe
321 Broadway
Sign on projecting structure
DRC 032118

The City has received an application for a new sign at 321 Broadway, the previous location of Subway. This 
property has been sold and the new owner is remodeling it as a Virtual Reality Arcade.  This business is 
moving from a location in Lake Delton. 

The applicant originally wanted to re-install the signage from the previous location onto this location.  The 
previous location was 1010 Wisconsin Dells Parkway Suite C, which is a strip mall type building on a frontage 
road off the Parkway.  Utilization of these signs, designed for a different setting does pose some aesthetic 
concerns.  The original sign proposed for this location was designed for a much larger building, and does not 
appear to fit proportionally with this building.  
As an alternative, the applicant is proposing a box sign, similar to what was part of a pole sign.  The applicant 
would like to purchase a new 3ft x 14ft box sign and have it installed on the 4ft x 18ft front face of the projecting 
marquee.

The 42 sq ft of signage would be less than 75% of the marquee flat profile.  
Flat profile total 72 sqft (75%=54 sq ft)

A rough scale measurement of the rendering provided indicates the signage would be 78% of the flat face of 
the marquee, and therefore larger than the standards would allow.  It may be the rendering is not scaled 
correctly.

The Design Standards do not allow awnings to be internally illuminated.  The projecting structure where this 
sign is proposed seems to be a marquee rather than an awning.  See the sign ordinance definitions:
 

(2) an architectural projection that provides weather protection, identity or decoration, 
and is wholly supported by the building to which it is attached. An awning is comprised of a 
lightweight, rigid skeleton structure over which a covering is attached. 

(6) an architectural projection that provides weather protection, identity or decoration, 
and is wholly supported by the building to which it is attached and a ground mounting, by one or 
more stanchions. A canopy is comprised of a structure over which a covering is attached. 

 (16)  a permanent, roof-like structure projecting from a building at the entrance to the 
building with signage on the top or face of the structure. 

The Design Standards state signage “…style, colors, and materials shall be complementary with the charagter 
of the building and other signage…” and “…shall fit in with the building’s overall architectural composition..”
and “..should be placed to align with other signs on that building and other buildings on the same block face.”  
The applicant has pointed out that his proposed sign is the same type as the two buildings immediately west of 
his.  

Chris Tollaksen 
City of Wisconsin Dells 
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River Dawg 
808 River Rd 
Signs 
DRC 032118 
 
PORTABLE SIGN 
The City has received an application for a new portable sign at the River Dawg located at 808 River Rd. The 
applicant currently has what te describes as a “heavy duty” plastic sign that is 2’ wide x 3’ tall.   The standards 
state that portable signs should be constructed of durable materials, such as wood or metal.   
 
The location for this sign is somewhat unique, as this business has exterior stairs to its entrance that are in the 
sidewalk ROW.  Therefore there is no space to place the sign directly in front of the River Dawg and maintain 
the 6’ clearance on the sidewalk.  The applicant has stated that he has permission from the neighboring 
business to place the sign in front of their property. 
 
WALL SIGN 
The applicant would like to install a wall sign on the top of the south face of the building.  They propose a 3’ x 
10’ sign of their logo. 
The applicant has stated that they have a promotional agreement with a radio station to broadcast from their 
building 4 hrs/day – 3 days/wk during the summer.  As such, they would like to be able to add a sign for the 
radio station on the side of the building.  Businesses are allowed 60 sq ft of on-premise signage.   
 
 
 
Chris Tollaksen  
City of Wisconsin Dells 
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River Dawg 
808 River Rd 
Outdoor Seating 
DRC 032118 
 
OUTDOOR SEATING 
The River Dawg would also like to propose the idea of them providing outdoor tables and chairs 
near their business.  As there is no open outdoor area immediately adjacent to their business, 
the applicant would like to propose adding tables and chairs to the bump-out area in front of the 
City parking lot adjacent to their building.  The applicant would not provide table service to this 
area or restrict this area to their customers only.  However, the applicant would purchase the 
furnishings to provide tables in chairs in this area so their customers would have access to an 
area to sit and eat.  The applicant is working on a design for this use, and understands they 
would need to enter into a privilege agreement with the City. 
 
Chris Tollaksen  
City of Wisconsin Dells 
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