
CITY OF WISCONSIN DELLS MEETING AGENDA – REVISED 
 
Meeting Description           DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE  
Date:  WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2019       Time:  10:00AM      Location:  MUNICIPAL 
BUILDING -300 LA CROSSE STREET, WISCONSIN DELLS, WI 
 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS    

 

ALDER DEFOSSE BEN BORCHER DAN GAVINSKI MARIA ROSHOLT JACQUELINE MORSE 

AGENDA 

1 Call to order and attendance 

2 Discussion / Decision of the January 23, 2019 Meeting Minutes 
 

3 

Discussion / Decision on Proposed sign application(s) submitted for review, if any  
(a) 216 Washington – Bella Goose – main sign 
(b) 216 Washington – Bella Goose – Blade sign 
(c) 227 Broadway – PopCon – main sign -------------------------added 
(d) 227 Broadway – PopCon – hanging Blade sign------------added 
(e)  

4 Discussion / Decision on Building/site plan application(s) submitted for review, if any 
(a)  

5 Discussion / Decision on Outdoor seating/dining application(s) submitted for review, if any 
(a)  

6 
Discussion / Decision on Proposed Façade Improvement Grant projects, if any 

(a)  

7 
Discussion / Decision on Proposed changes to the Design Standards, if any 

(a) Fence 
(b) Portable LED (Ordinance Update-review) 

8 Items for referral to future meeting  

9 Set date and time of future meeting (February 20) 

  

  

  

  

 

Open Meetings Notice: If this meeting is attended by one or more members of the Common Council who are not 

members of this committee, their attendance may create a quorum of another city commission, board or committee 

under the Wisconsin Open Meetings Law; However, no formal action will be taken by any governmental body at the 

above stated meeting other than the body, committee, commission, or board identified in this meeting notice.  

Please be advised that upon reasonable notice, the City of Wisconsin Dells will furnish appropriate auxiliary aids 

and services to afford individuals with disabilities an equal opportunity to participate in meeting activities. 

 

 CHAIRPERSON – JESSE DEFOSSE                      DISTRIBUTED FEBRUARY 1, 2019 



CITY OF WISCONSIN DELLS 

DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

January 23, 2019 

Jesse DeFosse called the meeting to order at 10:15 a.m.  Notice of the meeting was provided to the Dells 

Events and posted in accordance with State Statutes.  

 

Present: Alderman Jesse DeFosse, Maria Rosholt and Dan Gavinski.  

 

Others: City Planner/Zoning Administrator Chris Tollaksen, Stephanie Gunderson, Tom Turbett, 

Rainbow Signs, Terry Cook, My Car Wash, Kirk Kettleson, Century 21, Trevor and Hunter Hickey, 

Dells Lumberjack Show and Mayor Ed Wojnicz.  

 

1. Call to order at 10:15 a.m.  Attendance noted. 

 

2. Motion by Gavinski and seconded by Rosholt to approve the December 19, 2018 meeting 

minutes.  Motion carried unanimously.  

 

3. Sign Applications  

a. 727 Oak Street – Century 21:  Rosholt motioned to approve two new signs with updated 

Century 21 logos.  Gavinski seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

b. 725 Oak Street – Herb Rx:  Discussion on the sign application from Herb Rx included 

concerns on whether a hemp leaf could be displayed on the sign.  It is part of the logo 

for the CBD oil store.  It is legal to cultivate the hemp plant for CBD oil in the state of 

Wisconsin and so was determined that the hemp leaf could be allowed.  The signage 

does meet the standards of the DRC, however Rosholt asked if cream or off-white could 

be used for the background to better conform to the downtown aesthetics.  Rosholt 

motioned to approve the sign, DeFosse seconded, Gavinski opposed.  Motion carried. 

 

 

c. 419 STH 13 – Dells Lumberjack Show:  The DRC reviewed a new wall sign at the Dells 

Lumberjack Show.  The sign is not located within the C-2 Commercial-downtown Zoning 

District and is not subject to the Downtown Design Standards.  The sign does comply 

with the Sign Ordinance. Rosholt motioned to approve, Gavinski seconded.  Motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

4. Building/Site Plan Applications – None 

 

5. Outdoor Seating/Dining Applications – None 

 

6. Façade Improvement Grant Projects – None 
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7. Proposed Changes to Design Standards  

a. 601 Broadway – My Car Wash:  The DRC discussed an inquiry from Mr. Cook about 

installing a chain link fence as a border between his property and the neighboring lot on 

the east property line to help with blowing debris.  Although it was a commendable 

attempt to keep the area clean, the committee recommended waiting until the business 

next door was built and then revisiting whether there was still a need for some type of 

border.  The committee wishes to refine the language on fences and make other 

recommendations rather than chain link.  Gavinski motioned to table until after 

construction of the neighboring business.  Rosholt seconded.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

8. Items for Future Meetings – None 

 

9. Next Meeting is set for Wednesday, February 6, 2019. 

 

10. Motion to adjourn by Rosholt, seconded by Gavinski.  Motion unanimously carried and meeting 

adjourned at 11:00 a.m. 

 

 

   

__________________________ 

Stephanie Gunderson 

 

 

 

 

 



Maurer’s 
216 Washington 
Bella Goose Signs 
DRC 020619 
 

The City has received an application for two (2) new Bella Goose signs at their new location 
inside Maurer’s at 216 Washington. 

The proposal for the main sign is to have it over the new Bella Goose entrance of a building 
addition on the west side of the existing store.  This is a somewhat unique sign, as the glass wall of the 
addition requires the sign to be mounted to the ceiling joist of the new addition.  As the addition ceiling 
runs down from the existing roof of the building, this sign is below the existing roof of the building and 
does not appear to be a design that represents the type of “roof sign” not allowed by the Design 
Standards.  

As wall signs are allowed to project above a roofline to some degree, this sign would be an 
acceptable wall sign.  The design standards limit wall signs to 60 sq feet for every 50 ft of street 
frontage.  While the Bella Goose addition is about 50 ft wide, Maurer’s itself has over 100 ft of frontage 
along Superior St. 

The ceiling of the addition also acts, in part, as a canopy or marquee over the entrance to the 
building.  It also seems reasonable to classify this sign as a canopy or marquee sign, in which case the 
size is only limited to 75% of the front flat profile.  If the vertical structure itself is considered a marquee, 
than as long as the size of the structure is considered adequately proportional to the rest of the 
building, the proposed signage would meet the 75% standard.   

The flat fascia of the new rigid ceiling canopy could also be considered the canopy “valance/flat 
profile” as referred to in the standards.  This area is 2’9-5/8” high x 54’ long = 151 sq ft.  75% of this 
area would be 113 sq ft. 

The applicant has submitted two sign renderings of different sizes.  The preferred size is a 93 sq 
ft, and would be the standards of a canopy or marquee.  They also provided a rendering of 60 sq ft 
sign, which would meet the strict standards of a wall sign. 

It is noted that the applicant also included some options for the sign lettering.  Two (2) different 
fonts are shown, as well and 2 options for how the letters are mounted onto the cabinet.  The applicant 
as stated that the final design details have not been nailed down, but they wanted to gain approval of 
the location and mounting proposal before moving forward. 

It is also noted, that a background cabinet was added that was not part of the original concept 
renderings.  This is partly to increase the structural stability of the sign, but also to improve the contrast 
of the letters against the background.  The applicant is working with LaCrosse sign, and they provided 
the following summary of their thinking in adding the background cabinet to the design: 
 

- Contrast with the background color.  One day the roof may be one color and the next day, after it 
snows, another color.  So the background color can change and that makes  
 it hard to easily read the lettering and to figure out which color to make the lettering.  Then it snow 
on top of the letters making them even harder to read. 

 
- With a raceway under the lettering, letters like C’s and O’s do not have much of a surface to mount the 

letters to and are more susceptible to the letters bending in rough  
    winds.   Hard to support these letters being only mounted on the bottom.   
 
- With a raceway at the bottom we still need to elevate the sign up in the air so it does not trap snow 

and ice behind the sign. 
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- Not saying we cannot make the sign with individual letters and no background but it is not as readable 
and has the support issues.  We could mount the raceway behind the center of the letters and not at 
the bottom, which would support them better and then we could mount the raceway to the pipes 
coming out of the roof.  This would be a less expensive way to go for cost but my concern was the 
readability.  Most of time we do channel letters on a raceway it is flat to a wall and the raceway is 
painted to match the wall color.  If the DRC would rather see individual channel letters on a thin 
raceway band behind the lettering and no background at all, I would be okay with that. 

   
 
Given the unique nature of this arrangement, especially considering the addition must be made 

to fit into an existing building, it seems prudent for the DRC to be able to approve whichever sign 
structure they feel best meets the aesthetic goals of this area of the City. 

 
The second sign request is for a Blade sign, which they refer to as a “flag mount” sign.  The 

applicant has complied with the Blade Sign standards and is utilizing the City Custom Blade Sign 
bracket.  So this sign conforms to the Design Standards. 

 
 
  
Chris Tollaksen  
City of Wisconsin Dells 
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PopCon 
227 Broadway. 
New Sign Design  
DRC 020619 
 
The City has received an application for a new sign face and Blade Sign at 227 Broadway, 
previously the Felicia’s Fun Wear. This is a new business taking over this space.  
 
The proposal is to replace an existing wall sign and hanging blade sign with the new business 
signage.    
 
The signs will be made of an alumalite type material, with printed graphics.  The wall sign will be 
the same rectangular size as the existing sign, but the areas outside the oval signage will be 
painted to match the existing building color.  So the wall sign should appear to be oval. 
 
There are two (2) options for the the hanging blade sign, it can be either oval or rectangular as 
well.  Item of interest is the small area, such as the word “SHOP”, that extends outside of the 
oval.  If the physical sign is cut to meet the oval shape, then the back of those areas that extend 
outside the oval will be visible and blacked out.  The applicant prefers the rectangular sign, but 
is OK with the oval sign if the DRC feels that is more in-line with the City’s design standards. 
 
This sign appears to meet the size and location standards.   
 
 
 
Chris Tollaksen  
City of Wisconsin Dells 
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Standards

Recommendations

1. Primary structures shall be built to the 
front property line, unless the setback will be 

plaza, or similar usable (accessible) space.  See 

shall

streets shall
prominent of the streets.

3. shall

features.   

shall not be used.

should

of the downtown and is .  

should be seamlessly 

should
access to all users.

INTENT: To encourage streetscape enhancements that blend the public and private realms, 
while maintaining a consistent “street wall” (especially on Broadway Avenue).

APPROPRIATE Portion of the building is set back 
from the street, creating a space for outdoor seating 
and activity without obstructing the sidewalk.

Street Relationship

APPROPRIATE The ADA ramp is incorporated in 
the stair entrance and meets the needs of all users.

A P P R O P R I A T E 
This outdoor plaza 
provides a unique 
space in downtown 
Dells that is welcomed 
by the City.  However, 
continuation of the 
“street wall” along 
Broadway is also very important and should be 
considered when designing a building setback not 
consistent with the adjacent buildings.  Excessively 
large breaks in Broadway Avenue’s “street wall” is 
discouraged.

Streetwall
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Introduced December 2018 - In September the VCB asked the DRC option on a portable Variable 
message sign.  My notes and recollection were that the DRC was open to considering an update to the 
Sign Ordinance that would allow a sign such as this with DRC review.  Below is a draft of potential 
updates to the Sign Ordinance to start a discussion. 
 
Review February 2019 -  My notes from the December meeting did not included any changes to what 
was presented at that time.  Below is the same language for additional review 
 
 
 
 
Section 22.02 Definitions 
 
(26) Portable Changeable Message Sign – A 100% LED message sign, mounted on a trailer to be 
temporarily used for special events. 
 
 
Section 22.05 Exemptions 
 
(18) Portable Changeable Message Signs that have been approved by the Design Review Committee 
(DRC) for a particular, temporary use. 
 
Section 22.09 General Sign Regulation 
 
(8) Portable Changeable Message Signs 

(a) Location.  The sign may be temporary located within a public Right Of Way, but may not 
be located so as to interfere in any way with the travel lanes of vehicle or pedestrians. 

(b) Usage.  The sign usage will be approved on a case-by-case basis by the Design Review 
Committee, using the following basis for decision 

a. The sign shall be primarily used for the public benefic, such as: 
i. Advertisements for public events, festivals, or the like  

ii. Safety or directional information for large private events 
b. Each message shall remain in a fixed position for at least 6 seconds 
c. Display areas may be illuminated only to a degree of brightness that is 

reasonably necessary for adequate visibility.  The Chief of Police, Director of 
Public Works, Code Enforcement Officer, Zoning Administrator, or their 
designee may require the brightness of the sign to be reduced if they determine 
the brightness to be excessive 

d. The brightness level of all messages must be uniform 
e. Flashing, intermittent, or moving lights or lights are prohibited, except those 

giving public service information, such as time, date, temperature, weather or 
similar information. 

f. The sign shall not create a nuisance or safety hazard 
(c) The maximum sign area shall be 64 square feet (8x8) 
(d) The Changeable display area may be 100% of the total area of the portable changeable 

message sign 
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