
CITY OF WISCONSIN DELLS MEETING AGENDA 
 
Meeting Description           DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE  
Date:  WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 10, 2018       Time:  10:00AM      Location:  MUNICIPAL 
BUILDING -300 LA CROSSE STREET, WISCONSIN DELLS, WI 
 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS    

 

ALDER MOR - CHAIR BEN BORCHER DAN GAVINSKI MARIA ROSHOLT JACQUELINE MORSE 

AGENDA 

1 Call to order and attendance 

2 Discussion / Decision of the December 13, 2017 Meeting Minutes 

3 

Discussion / Decision on Proposed sign application(s) submitted for review, if any  
(a) Ginos – Wall sign – 701 Broadway 
(b) Tres Chic – Wall sign – 402 1/2 Broadway 
(c) Joy of Nails – Wall sign – 402 1/2 Broadway 

 

4 Discussion / Decision on Outdoor seating/dining application(s) submitted for review, if any 
(a)  

5 Discussion / Decision on Building/site plan application(s) submitted for review, if any 
(a)  

6 Discussion / Decision on Legacy Sign applications, if any 
(a) Uptown Trading Post 

7 Discussion / Decision on Façade Improvement Grant Projects, if any 
(a)  

8 Items for referral to future meeting  

9 Set date and time of future meeting (January 24) 

10 Adjournment 

  

  

  

 

Open Meetings Notice: If this meeting is attended by one or more members of the Common Council who are not 

members of this committee, their attendance may create a quorum of another city commission, board or committee 

under the Wisconsin Open Meetings Law; However, no formal action will be taken by any governmental body at the 

above stated meeting other than the body, committee, commission, or board identified in this meeting notice.  

Please be advised that upon reasonable notice, the City of Wisconsin Dells will furnish appropriate auxiliary aids 

and services to afford individuals with disabilities an equal opportunity to participate in meeting activities. 

 

 CHAIRPERSON – DAR MOR                      DISTRIBUTED JANUARY 5, 2018 



Gins
701 Broadway
Sign Application 
DRC 011018

The City has received an application for a new sign face at 701 Broadway, the current Skybox bar and grill. 
The ownership is remaining the same this proposal is just a change of business name.

As an existing back lit sign, the main consideration is conformance with the current lighting standards, which 
require the background to be opaque.  The proposal includes a night view which demonstrates conformance 
with this standard.

The other standard too address would be that the colors are acceptable and complimentary with the existing 
building.

Chris Tollaksen 
City of Wisconsin Dells 
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 Cer   cate of Appropriateness

36 City of Wisconsin Dells, WI

City of Wisconsin Dells: Downtown Design Review 
Applica  on for Cer   cate of Appropriateness

Address of Property:

Property Owner Name: 

Property Owner Address:

Have you reviewed the Downtown Wisconsin Dells Design Standards?

Yes  No

Is the structure more than 50 years old?

Yes   No

Scope of project to include: (Please check appropriate items.)

New Construc  on 

Building Addi  on 

 Façade Restora  on

 Awning/Canopy/Shu  ers 

Roo  ng   

Siding

Landscaping / Fencing   

Parking / Rear Access   

Doors, Windows, & Entrances  

 Exterior Pain  ng 

 Signage

 Exterior Ligh  ng  

Other:

Brie  y explain the proposed work: (A  ach extra sheets if necessary.

Last Modifi ed: January 4, 2016 Page 1 of 2

Street

Property Owner Phone Number: (Home/Mobile): 
Municipality State
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Cer   cate of Appropriateness

Downtown Design Standards 37

Please submit the following informa  on:
• One historical (if available) and one modern photograph of building
• Eight (8) copies of plans of proposed work, including color and/or material samples if appropriate.
• A completed downtown design standards checklist

Es  mated total cost/budget for proposed project: 

Do you have any ques  ons or concerns?

I understand the criteria for this applica  on, approval and reviews by the Design Review Commi  ee and agree to be 
subject to the Downtown Design Standards for the above described work in accordance with City ordinances.

Signed:  Date: 

 Property Owner

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

Applica  on Number:  

Received By:  

Date of Mee  ng:  

Approved or Denied?:  

Date Received:   

Condi  ons of Approval or Reasons for Denial:

Last Modifi ed: January 4, 2016 Page 2 of 2

City of Wisconsin Dells: Downtown Design Review 
Applica  on for Cer   cate of Appropriateness

ed work in accorda

Norb Brown, agent
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Joy of Nails / Tres Chic
402 ½ Broadway
Sign Applications
DRC 011018

The City has received a rendering for a proposed sign on the corner of the second floor of Chalet.  This corner 
space is partially divided and is occupied by two separate businesses; however each business can be 
accessed from either side of the building.

The standards allow one wall sign, maximum 60 sq ft, per 50 feet of street frontage.  There appears to be 
about 50 ft of street frontage on each side for this location.  Therefore, there may be enough street frontages 
for 2 signs at this location. 
Exact sign dimensions have not been provided, but he signs appears to be approximately 4’x8’ = 32 sq ft.

During a previous discussion about signs at this location, it was preferred for the signage to be mounted on the 
building, rather than the small railing that exists above the business entrance.  At the very least, any signage 
that would be mounted on the railing should be sized to property fit within that space.  The rendering provided 
show the signs not fitting within that space, which would be a violation of the standards on “Orientation, 
Placement, & Massing”.

There are also standards on “Materials, Colors, & Lettering”, one of which states: “2. The sign style, colors, and 
materials shall be complementary with the character of the building and other signage.”  

The City also has a color palette in the Design Standards that leans toward subdued colors, and generally a 
cream color is preferred to a stark white.  However, the existing building is white, so white in the signs seems 
more acceptable in this case.  However, there should be some complementary design elements between the 
two different signs to tie them together.  Potentially adding a red and/or yellow border that matches the other 
existing building colors could tie things together.

Chris Tollaksen 
City of Wisconsin Dells 
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Uptown Trading Post
209 Broadway
Legacy Sign Application 
DRC 011018

Robert Steinweg has submitted an application to obtain Legacy Sign status for a projecting sign on the front of 
the Uptown Trading Post. The applicant has stated that this sign was originally installed around 1940-1945.  
The applicant has submitted a narrative that explains the extraordinary aesthetic quality, creativity and 
innovation of the sign, and the difficulty in finding someone to work on a sign this unique.
In 2012 the sign was damaged and it was decided at that time that is was too difficult to have the neon sign 
repaired.

Due to advances in LED lighting, it now seems that the sign would be repaired using LED lights in a fashion 
that would mimic the original neon look.

The City has not been provided with exact dimensions of the sign, but it is roughly 6 ft tall by 4.5 feet wide, 
making it much less than the 50 sq ft maximum size limit for projecting signs.

Given the Uptown Trading Posts longevity in the community this sign seems like a suitable candidate for 
Legacy status.
The current standards call out the unique use of neon spelling out the name as an appropriate aesthetic 
quality. It does seem that the use of the chasing arrow is a similar unique aesthetic.

Review of the design standards finds this sign to be mainly in line with the new design standards for projecting 
signs.  However, the new lighting standards have a recommendation that states exposed neon “may be used 
selectively but should not be visually obtrusive or dominate the street frontage”.  

Given the somewhat subjective nature of this recommendation, officially granting this sign Legacy status would 
protect it from any future interpretations of the existing recommendations or any new standards that may be 
created.

If approved, the sign shall be maintained in good working condition, and not be allowed to deteriorate.
Any maintenance or repairs made to the sign shall not substantially change the appearance of the sign.

Chris Tollaksen 
City of Wisconsin Dells 
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