
CITY OF WISCONSIN DELLS MEETING AGENDA

Meeting Description DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE
Date: WEDNESDAY, JUNE 14, 2017 Time: 10:00AM Location: MUNICIPAL BUILDING -
300 LA CROSSE STREET, WISCONSIN DELLS, WI

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

ALDER MOR - CHAIR BEN BORCHER DAN GAVINSKI MARIA ROSHOLT JACQUELINE MORSE

AGENDA

1 Call to order and attendance

2 Discussion / Decision of the May 31 Meeting Minutes

3

Discussion / Decision on Proposed sign application(s) submitted for review, if any 
(a) Sandbar
(b) Mauers
(c) Lower Dells Kayak rental
(d)

4
Discussion / Decision on Building/site plan application(s) submitted for review, if any

(a) Myrt & Lucy’s

5
Discussion / Decision on Outdoor seating/dining application(s) submitted for review, if any

(a)

6 Window Signs & Displays

7 Discussion / Decision on Design Standards/Ordinance Updates

8 Items for referral to future meeting 

9 Set date and time of future meeting (June 28)

10 Adjournment

11

12

Open Meetings Notice: If this meeting is attended by one or more members of the Common Council who are not 

members of this committee, their attendance may create a quorum of another city commission, board or committee 

under the Wisconsin Open Meetings Law; However, no formal action will be taken by any governmental body at the 

above stated meeting other than the body, committee, commission, or board identified in this meeting notice.  

Please be advised that upon reasonable notice, the City of Wisconsin Dells will furnish appropriate auxiliary aids 

and services to afford individuals with disabilities an equal opportunity to participate in meeting activities.

CHAIRPERSON – DAR MOR     DISTRIBUTED JUNE 9, 2017
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(11) a sign designation intended to provide for the preservation of
Wisconsin Dells’ unique character, history and identity, as reflected in its historic
and/or iconic signs.

(12) any sign which has characters, letters, figures, designs or
outlines illuminated externally by electric lights or internally by luminous tubes.

(13) secondary, informational signs (e.g. menu boards, open/hours
of operation, short term special events/promotions). Beer signs (neon or other),
Reality advertisement, and the like are NOT considered Incidental Signs.

(14) any sign that provides information regarding the use or
prohibited use of any area or room. These include restrooms, exit/entrance, office,
heated pool, no parking, parking, loading dock.

(15) any sign placed within three (3) feet of a storefront window or
door intended for viewing from the exterior.

(16) a permanent, roof like structure projecting from a building at the
entrance to the building with signage on the top or face of the structure.

(17) a sign which is painted on, attached to, or supported by a marquee.

(18) a detached, self supporting sign mounted or incorporated into a
solid base.

(19) any sign applied for and erected for use by multiple business
owners within the same shopping center, commercial subdivision or distinct area of
the city.

(20) an advertising sign or structure that pertains to goods or
services not sold or provided on the premises where the sign is located, or any
announcement whose subject is not available on the premises.

(21) a sign or structure designed, used or intended to be used to
advertise the principal purpose of the business, such as the major category of goods,
materials, or services, sold or provided on the premises where the sign is located.
On Premise does not include tickets sold for off premise businesses.

(22) any marquee, canopy or awning as further defined in this
ordinance.

(23) a person receiving an erection permit pursuant to the provisions of this
ordinance.

(24) anyperson, firm, partnership, association, corporation, companyor organization
of any kind.

(25) any sign supported by uprights or braces placed in the ground and
not attached to any building.

(26) a sign not permanently attached to the ground or other
permanent structure including sandwich boards, pedestal signs, and “A” frame signs.

(27) A sign attached to a building or other structure and extending
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(2)

(a) Sign Location. All signs shall be affixed, mounted, or otherwise installed in
accordance with the building code adopted by the City ofWisconsin Dells. No sign
shall be located in relation to a public street, right of way, sidewalk, or thoroughfare

so as to create a traffic hazard by distracting motorists, obscuring traffic signs,
or impairing drivers sight lines; nor create hazards by blocking doors, windows,
or other openings which are necessary for safe emergency egress, adequate fire
suppression, or police surveillance activities; nor create hazards to pedestrians
by obscuring, disrupting, or otherwise interfering with the safe movement of
pedestrians.

(b) Sign Structure. A sign structure shall be limited to that portion of the structure
that is only necessary for the support of the sign and shall be designed so as to
adequately support the weight being imposed on the structure, including applicable
wind loads. All other portions of the structure including sign roofs in the building
setback area shall be considered as part of the sign display service area.
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(7)

(a) Height Limitations.
( i) Pole signs shall not exceed forty five (45) feet in height for on premise

signs and thirty (30) feet for off premise signs, or as restricted in Section
22.10, whichever is stricter, Sign height shall be measured per the
average elevation of the ground directly beneath the sign, or
above the elevation of the adjacent road center line, whichever is
higher.

(a) Marching the height of the adjacent conforming pole
sign(s) within two hundred and fifty (250) feet of the proposed pole
sign is recommended, but no required.

as measured from the point on the site at which the base of the ground floor of a
building thereon would be located. For the purpose of this subsection, “ground
floor” is defined as follows: the level of a building is on a sloping or multilevel
site which has its floor line at or not more than 3 feet above exit discharged
grade for at least one half of the required exit discharges.

(ii) Off premise signs shall be at least eight (8) feet above the elevation of
the adjacent roadway center line, or at the average elevation of any adjacent
off premise pole sign(s) within two hundred and fifty (250) feet of the
proposed sign, whichever is lower.

(b) Area Limitations. Pole signs shall not exceed three hundred (300) square feet of
area per face, or as defined in Code Sec. 22.10, whichever is stricter.

(c) Location limitations
(i) No pole sign shall be placed upon a tree bank.

(a) Matching the setback of the adjacent conforming pole sign(s) within
two hundred and fifty (250) feet of the proposed pole sign is recommended, but not
required.

(d) Design Standards
(i) Pole signs shall not use wood support poles.
(ii) Off premise pole sign shall utilize a uni pole structure
(iii) All visible straps used to secure sign wraps shall either be neutral in color, or

match the color of the support structure from which it is adhering to.

(8)

(a) Location. The sign shall be located witin ten (10) feet of the business entrance, but
shall not be placed in a location where the paved area for passage is reduced to
less than six (6) feet or within twelve (12) feet of an intersection, driveway, public
stairwell or crosswalk.

(b) Usage. The sign shall only be used during business hours.

(c) Material. The sign shall be made of a durable material such as wood or metal.

(d) Liability Agreement. A license agreement is required in a form and amount
approved by the City indemnifying and holding the City harmless from liability and
naming the City, its officers and employees as an additional insured on a general
liability insurance policy.

(9)
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(vi) The brightness level of all messages must be uniform.

(vii) Intervals between messages must be black.

(viii) Flashing, intermittent or moving light or lights are prohibited, except
those giving public service information, such as time, date, temperature,
weather or similar information.

(ix) Lights that are directed at any part of the highway or that interfere with
or obscure an official traffic device, sign or signal are prohibited.

(x) The maximum sign area shall be 300 square feet per facing.

(xi) The display area shall not exceed 50% of the total area of the sign.

(b) Conditional Permit. Variable Message Signs East of the Wisconsin River
are shall be Reviewed by the Design Review Committee following the Public
Hearing process per conditionally permitted in the commercial districts east of
theWisconsin River. T the provisions ofWisconsin Dells Code Chapter 19, Article 4
Division 6 (19.370 19.39 Conditional Use Permit). shall apply to applications for
such signs.

All signs shall comply with the standards of the applicable zoning district, in compliance with the
provisions oulined within this section. See Code sec. 22.09 for general sign requirements.

(1)

(a) Permitted Signs. The following signs or other advertising structures are permitted:

(i) Signs pertaining to the sale, on premises, of agricultural products from
such premises, provided there shall be no more than one (1) sign per
premises and the size of such sign shall not exceed thirty (30) square feet;

(ii) Temporary Signs, excluding Code sec. 22.05(13 17);

(iii) For eachmulti family dwelling or single family and two family subdivision,
there shall be permitted one identification sign not exceeding thirty two
(32) square feet in area located near themain entrance to the building or
subdivision and indicating only the name of the building or subdivision
and name of the owner, manager or developer thereof; and,

(iv) Signs pertaining to home occupations, professional offices, or any use
permitted in the conservancy and residential districts; provided, there
shall be no more than one (1) sign per premises having a maximum size
of five (5) square feet, no such signs shall be illuminated. All signs erected
hereunder shall be set back at least five (5) feet from any lot line.
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Sign Type Sign Description Total Sign Area
Restriction

Number of Signs
Allowed

Maximum Area
Per Sign

Maximum
Sign Height

Total Sign Area
Permitted

The total sign area
permitted for each business
shall be determined by
multiplying the length of
lineal business frontage

5 sq. ft. / 1 lineal
ft. of business
frontage with a
minimum of 144
sq.ft. a maximum
of 300 sq.ft.

Monument Sign Monument sign is a
detached sign mounted or
incorporated into a solid
base, and shall be a self
supporting structure.

Included 1 per lot Based on location
60 sq.ft. (per sign
face)
144 sq ft off Broadway
200 sq ft East of Chuch

6 feet

16 ft off Braodway
20 ft. East of Church

Wall Sign A sign attached to or
erected against the wall
of a building with the face
parallel to the building wall

Included 1 sign per 50
feet of business
frontage

60 sq.ft. n.a.

Projecting Sign A sign attached to a
building or other structure
and extending more than
eighteen (18) inches
beyond the building plane.

Included: Count
only one side,
except faces with
angles beyond
45 degrees count
each sign face

1 sign per 50
feet of business
frontage

50 sq.ft. (per sign
face)

n.a.

Blade Sign A special projecting sign
attached to the building
along the storefront
frontage following one of
three design alternatives
provided by the City of
Wisconsin Dells.

Excluded 1 sign per public
entrance per
business, except
each blade
sign shall be at
minimum of 40 ft
apart

See Downtown
Design Standards

See
Downtown
Design
Standards

Awning/Canopy/
Marquee Sign

A sign which is painted on,
attached to, or supported
by a projecting structure
(i.e. awning, canopy or
marquee).

Included n.a. 75% coverage
of valance/flat
profile; 50%
coverage of
awning roof

n.a.

Window Sign
(no permit
required for
interior signs –
DRC approval still
required)

A sign attached to, placed
against, painted on, or
placed within three (3)
feet of a window or door
of the building which is
intended for viewing from
the exterior.

Excluded n.a. 25% coverage of
each window/
door, excluding
product display;
50% coverage of
each window/
door, inclusive of
product display

n.a.

Portable Sign A sign not permanently
attached to the ground or
other permanent structure
including sandwich boards,
pedestal signs, and “A”
frame signs.

Excluded 1 per business that
has obtained a
food license

6 sq.ft. per sign
face, including
boarder and trim)

3 feet
(sandwich
board);
4 feet
(pedestal
sign)

Incidental Sign
(no permit
requried)

Secondary, informational
signs (e.g menu boards,
open/hours of operation,
short term special event/
promotions).

Excluded 3 per business
frontage up to 10
sq.ft. total

4 sq.ft.
(count towards
window sign
coverage limit)
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(d) Downtown Design Standards. All signs shall adhere to the Downtown Design
Standards pursuant Code sec. 22.01(2)(d) and Chapter 19.

(5)

(a) Permitted Signs. The following signs or other advertising structures are permitted:
Directional signs; Marquee/Awning/Canopy Signs; Monument signs; Pole signs;
Projecting and Blade signs; Roof signs; Temporary signs; Wall signs; Wind signs;
and, Window Signs.

(b) Prohibited Signs. Off premise signs are prohibited in the C 1 Commercial
neighborhood Zoning district.

(cb) Pole Sign.
(i) C 1 Neighborhood Commercial. Off premise pole signs shall not be

less than 500 feet from any other sign or sign structure on the same
side of the street on which the pole sign or sign structure is situated.
On premises pole sign may be nearer than 500 feet to any other ground
sign, if it is the only on premises ground sign situated upon the premises
or parcel upon which the business or commercial activity promoted is
situated.; and, if saidAny new on premise pole sign hasshall be been
conditionally approved by the DRC pursuant tofollowing the
procedures of the CUP process per Code Chapter 19 Article 4 Division
6 (19.370 19.389). Such signs shall not exceed 50 square feet.
Additional conditionsmay also be imposed.

(i) C 3 Highway Commercial. On premises pole signs may project over a
sidewalk but such sign shall not project more than 4 feet, 6 inches over
a sidewalk and such signs shall be at least 10 feet above a sidewalk. Off
premises pole signs shall not be less than 500 feet from any other sign or
sign structure on the same side of the street on which the pole sign or
sign structure is situated. An on premises pole signmay be nearer than
500 feet to any other ground sign, if it is the only on premises ground
sign situated upon the premises or parcel upon which the business or
commercial activity promoted is situated.

(ii) C 4 Large Scale Commercial. Off premises pole signs shall be not less
than 100 200 feet from any other ground sign or sign structure on the
same side of the street on which the pole sign or sign structure is
situated. An on premises pole sign may be nearer than 100 200 feet to
any other ground sign if it is the only on premises ground sign situated
upon the premises or parcel upon which the business or commercial
activity is situated; and, if the business is located in a stand alone
building.

Existing Sauk signs exempted: Off premise pole signs in the C 4
Commercial Zoning District existing and documented in the 2013 Sauk
County Sign inventory shall be exempt from the 200 ft spacing
requirement. These signs will remain regulated by the 100 ft sign
separation requirement in place when they were installed.

(dc) Roof Sign.

(i) C 1 Neighborhood Commercial. Off premises roof signs shall not be less
than 500 feet from any other roof sign or sign structure on the same side
of the street upon which the roof sign or sign structure is situated. On
premises roof sign may be nearer than 500 feet to any other roof sign
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(1) Any sign or projecting structure constructed in accordance with
ordinances and other applicable laws in effect on the date of its construction, but
which by reason of its type, size, height, location, design, material, method of
illumination, number of signs, or construction is not in conformance with this
Chapter shall be considered a legal non conforming sign or projecting structure.

(2) The lawful use of a nonconforming sign or
projecting structure may continue unless one (1) or more of the following occurs:

(a) The sign or projecting structure is structurally altered in a way, except for normal
maintenance or repair. (Change of message is considered normal maintenance.)

(b) When the sign or projecting structure is fifty (50) percent or more damaged by
fire, flood, explosion, earthquake, war, riot or act of God.

(c) The sign or projecting structure is relocated.

(d) The sign or projecting structure fails to conform to Code Sec. 22.04 regarding
maintenance and repair, abandonment, dangerous or defective.

(e) If located on property that is sold, with the full ownership of the property being
transferred, the nonconforming sign and/or projecting structure must be brought
into conformancewith the sign regulations of this article at the time of the transfer
unless the business will continue to operate under the same name.

(3) Transfer of Ownership. A nonconforming on premises sign on property which changes
owners shall comply with this sign code unless the design and review committee, after
notice and public hearing, determines that continuation of the nonconforming on
premises sign will not have a deleterious effect on neighboring properties or be
inconsistent with the redesign and rehabilitation of the business district. DRC shall
consider, among other appropriate factors, whether the nonconforming on premises
sign is located East of Cedar Street or is associated with a business which will not change
its name or branding.
Note: This ordinance change only affects on premises signs, not off premises signs. Off
premises signs are grandfathered and subject to the continuation/loss of status
provision. Amortization is not favored under Wisconsin Law.

(43) Within thirty (30) days of occurrence of any of the above, the sign
or projecting structure shall be brought in compliance with this Chapter with a new
permit secured, or the sign or projecting structure shall be removed at the owner’s
expense.

(54) Nothing in this Chapter shall relieve the owner or user
of a legal non conforming sign/projecting structure or the owner of the property in
which the sign and/or projecting structure is located from the provisions of this
Chapter regarding safety, maintenance and repair of the sign and/or projecting
structure.
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