
CITY PLAN COMMISSION 

CITY OF WISCONSIN DELLS 

MUNICIPAL BUILDING-300 LACROSSE STREET 

JANUARY 7, 2015 

 

Mayor Landers called the meeting to order at 5:15 PM. Notice of the meeting was provided to the 

Dells Events, WNNO/WDLS Radio, and posted in accordance with State Statutes. 

 

 

1. Present: Mayor Brian Landers, City Planner/Zoning Administrator Chris Tollaksen, Ald. Mike 

Freel, Fire Chief Scott Walsh, Dan Anchor, Chris Lechnir and Jeff Delmore 

Excused: Shaun Tofson  

Others: City Clerk Nancy R. Holzem, PW Office Clerk Monica Dorow-Leis, Asst. City Attorney 

Joseph Hasler, Public Works Director David W. Holzem, Ald. Ed Fox, Ryan Olson, 

Ronald Zechel, and Kay James from the Dells Events.  

 

2. Motion by Anchor, seconded by Ald. Freel approve the minutes of the December 3, 2014 meeting.  

Motion carried.      

 

3. Mayor Landers declared the public hearing open for anyone to speak for or against the Conditional 

Use Permit (CUP) request from Heightened Adventures to allow a commercial use without a 

permanent structure with a washroom, outdoor merchandise display, and walk-up service window 

located on part of parcels 291-00410-0000 and 291-00413-0000, Adams County, City of Wisconsin 

Dells. The property is zoned PDD-1. This use is evaluated under the C-4 Commercial-large scale-

zoning district. With no one speaking on the matter, Mayor Landers declared the public hearing 

closed. 

 

4. Mayor Landers declared the public hearing open for anyone to speak for or against the Site Plan 

Permit request from Heightened Adventures to construct an aerial adventure park on part of parcels 

291-00410-00000 and 291-00413-0000, Adams County, City of Wisconsin Dells. With no one 

speaking on the matter, Mayor Landers declared the public hearing closed. 

 

5. Ryan Olson, representative for Heightened Adventures was at the meeting. They would like to set up 

an Aerial Adventure course in a wooded area in the Chula Vista Resort, south of the condominiums 

and waterpark. Chris Tollaksen said they plan to do very little work as far as construction and 

clearing. They just want to attach their equipment and such to the trees and maybe set some poles for 

a zip-line adventure course. Thee applicant would like to install a small portable shed for equipment 

storage, and two portable toilets for their customer’s convenience. The applicant will also be selling 

soda and limited merchandise such as t-shirts. Normally the city does not grant approval for a 

commercial business using portable toilets, but in this case it seems like a valid request due to being 

part of Chula Vista and their clients would have access to the Chula Vista bathroom facilities 

approximately 1,000’ away. The Amusement Ride Use is allowed by right, at this location, but 

Section 19.675 of the City Municipal Code requires all commercial activities be conducted within or 

on a premise having a permanent building equipped with a washroom unless a CUP is obtained. 

Heightened Adventures next year may construct a building and bathrooms. City Planning/Zoning 

Administrator, Chris Tollaksen said the applicant has permission from Michael Kaminski, the 

property owner to have this commercial activity on the property. Motion by Freel, seconded by 

Delmore recommend to council approve the Conditional Use Permit Application from Heightened 

Adventures to allow a commercial use without a permanent structure with a washroom, allow 

outdoor merchandise display, and walk-up service window located on part of parcels 291-00410-

0000 and 291-00413-0000, Adams County, City of Wisconsin Dells with the following conditions: 

1) The CUP is issued for one year to evaluate the operation and impacts of existing city 

ordinances and to see whether it is necessary to encourage a longer-term investment.  

2) Any nuisances that may arise from this site must be addressed to the sole satisfaction of the 

city. 

The property is zoned PDD-1. This use is evaluated under the C-4 Commercial-large scale-zoning 

district. Motion carried.  

 



6. Chris Tollaksen said General Engineering is the structural engineer for the project and believes the 

project will be done properly. Motion by Tollaksen, seconded by Anchor recommend to council 

approve the Site Plan Permit Application from Heightened Adventures to construct an aerial 

adventure park on part of parcels 291-00410-0000 and 291-00413-0000, Adams County, City of 

Wisconsin Dells. Motion carried.        

              

7. Mayor Landers declared the public hearing open for anyone to speak for or against the Site Plan 

Permit request from Central States Tower II/Verizon Wireless to construct a 150’ monopole 

communication tower at 1100 Washington Avenue, parcel 11291-1187, Columbia County, City of 

Wisconsin Dells. With no one speaking on the matter, Mayor Landers declared the public hearing 

closed. 

 

8. A Conditional Use Permit was approved at the last meeting and are requesting site plan approval at 

this meeting. A removal bond was discussed at the last meeting. Attorney Joe Hasler had some 

questions about the bond and discussed the following key points in reference to the standard bond 

form: 

 The standard form is written in a way to protect them and not necessarily the city.  

 It does not define what constitutes performance or the time to perform. The timing with 

respect to notice of the default 30 days was also noted. 

 The standard bond states Central States Tower II/Verizon Wireless. With tower hands 

changing frequently, would the responsibility carryover to a successor.   

 With new state regulations allowing cell towers to be built, the zoning code should be looked 

at and maybe update to reflect the same, and add requiring a bond.   

 He suggested a flat amount if the structure would need to be taken down. 

 Suggested the company look at Hasler’s draft of the bond.  

Motion by Tollaksen, seconded by Delmore recommend to council approve the Site Plan Permit 

request from Central States Tower II/Verizon contingent on coming to an agreement with the City on 

the bond. Motion carried. 

 

9. There were no items for referral to future meetings. 

 

10. The next Plan Commission meeting will be Wednesday, February 4, 2015 at 5:15 pm.   

 

11. Motion by Anchor and seconded by Freel to adjourn. Motion carried and the meeting adjourned at 

5:38 pm. 

_______________________ 

Monica Dorow-Leis 

Public Works Office Clerk 


