BOARD OF APPEALS

CITY OF WISCONSIN DELLS

MUNICIPAL BUILDING ~ 300 LACROSSE STREET

WISCONSIN DELLS, WI 53965
FEBRUARY 7, 2007
1.
Chairperson Larry Neal called the meeting to order at 7:00P.M.   


Present:
Chairperson Larry Neal, Ben Borcher, and Dan Anchor 




Excused:
Tom Collins, Adam Makowski, and alternate members Dan Collar and Ron Newel

Others:

City Clerk-Treasurer Dale Darling, Admin. Deputy Clerk Nancy Holzem, Public Works Director Mike Horkan, Alderperson Holzem, Mike Warnke, Eric Cila and Kay James from the Dells Events.

Notice of the meeting had been given to the Dells Events, WNNO Radio and posted in accordance with State Statutes.  Official Notice of the Public Hearing before the Board of Appeals was published in the Dells Events on January 27, 2007.  Property owners within 300 feet were notified via mail by copy of the Public Hearing Notice indicating the Public Hearing date and variance requested. A packet of information detailing the request had been distributed to Board Members, Director of Public Works/Building Inspector, Council Members, the Appellant, the Assistant City Attorney and other interested persons by the City Clerk/Treasurer’s office. No conflicts of interest were indicated by Board members.  Chairperson Neal declared that a quorum of the Broad of Appeals was present so the requested variance could be heard at this time.  
2. Minutes of the January 25, 2006 meeting had been distributed to the Board of Appeals members by the City Clerk.  It was moved by Dan Anchor and seconded by Ben Borcher to approve the minutes as presented with no corrections.  Motion carried unanimously.

3. Chairperson Neal declared the Public Hearing open on the variance request received from Eric Cila.  The petitioner has requested a variance from Municipal Code sec. 22.26(4)(a) in order to place a changeable letter illuminating sign on the projecting structure at the Chicago Club Cabaret located at 714 Oak Street.  The city’s current ordinance allows only the name of the building or business on the projecting structure. The three standards required in order to grant a variance are the existence of unnecessary hardship, the presence of unique property limitations, and the protection of public interest. 

Eric Cila spoke in favor of the variance.  Mr. Cila stated that his request is to have a changeable letter sign on all three sides of the projecting structure (canopy) in front of his building in order to display current dinner show and movie times.  He stated that no square footage would be added to the sign nor would any flashing lights or scrolling information.  He stated that he is at a disadvantage since other dinner show businesses in the area, as well as the local comedy club, are allowed to display their show time information.  No one else spoke for or against the variance.  The city did not receive any written or oral objections to the variance request.  Chairperson Neal declared the public hearing closed.

4. Board members reviewed the documentation and illustrations that were provided by the applicant.
Mr. Cila stated that all of the other theater type businesses in the area are allowed to have signs like this and it is creating a hardship for him since he is not currently allowed to.  Mr. Cila stated that the uniqueness of his property is that he is one block off Broadway and that it is difficult for him to get visibility. In addition, he stated that his business is obstructed by other canopies in the area.  He stated that they type of business he has is unique and that he needs to be able to communicate show time information to customers.  Mr. Cila stated that he was not aware of how his request would protect the public interest.  

Board member Dan Anchor questioned if the letter size would be proportionate to the sign.  Mr. Cila stated that the 10 and 8 inch letters on the sign are proportioned as in the illustration provided. Mr. Anchor also questioned the lights shown on the illustration.  Mr. Cila stated that the lights were approved in the original sign permit that was issued but he just has not put them up yet.  He noted that they will not be flashing lights.  Board member Ben Borcher asked Mr. Cila how far away in distance he felt his sign needed to be visible from.  Mr. Cila stated that to be seen from Broadway would be helpful. Mr. Borcher stated that he was having trouble trying to determine what makes this property and situation unique from all of the other business owners in that area. Mr. Cila stated that he is running a theater and he is unable to communicate basic information such as show times to his customers.  Mr. Borcher suggested that the applicant bring this matter up before the Ordinance (Legislative) Committee for them to review and see if any changes are needed to the current ordinance. Mr. Cila stated that he would be the only person asking for this ordinance change and questioned whether or not they would want to change it just for him.  He stated that was the reason he applied for a variance, to address his unique needs.  Mr. Borcher stated that maybe the ordinance could address unique business situation such has his. 
Mr. Borcher stated that by granting a variance without showing hardship or unique property limitations would defeat the purpose of the ordinance. Mr. Cila stated that he felt he met the requirements need to grant the variance.  Mr. Cila stated that the hardship for him is whether or not the business stays viable in its present use.  He further stated that he does not understand how the word unique does not apply to his business and that he is at a disadvantage when all of his competitors are allowed to use these types of signs.    Chairperson Neal stated that years ago the movie theater in the Chalet complex was allowed to have a sign like this.  City Clerk Dale Darling pointed out that the ordinance has since changed.  The BID Committee set standards for signs allowed on projecting structures and they were adopted by ordinance back in 2002. 
It was moved by Ben Borcher seconded by Dan Anchor to deny the variance requested based on not meeting the three required standards.  Motion carried 3-0.  Chairperson Neal declared the variance denied. It was moved by Ben Borcher seconded by Dan Anchor to refer this item on to the Legislative Committee. Motion carried unanimously. 
5.
The next Board of Appeals meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 7, 2007 at 6:30P.M. to hear two sign variance requests filed by Gary Gussel for the lower Dells Travel Mart.
6.
Motion by Dan Anchor seconded by Ben Borcher to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried unanimously and the meeting adjourned at 7:30P.M.

________________________________


Nancy R. Holzem


Admin. Deputy Clerk/Treasurer


Distributed February 8, 2007
