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Public works, public art

Madlson s new manhole covers beautlfy the city from the ground up
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Behind Madison’s Aesthetic

Every aspect of Madison’s design, even down to the manhole covers is intentional

BY MAGGIE GINSBERG-SCHUTZ

Maybe it’s that first glance of the Capitol from

the hip-curve of John Nolen Drive,

narrowing at the bridge-waist and blooming out

again at Monona Terrace. Maybe it's the

sweetcom yellow or dripping citrus of the

Memorial Union Terrace chairs against the

quietly lapping lake, or the way State Street

suddenly seems irresistible anytime the air is

thick with grass clippings and smoldering

charcoal. There's just something about

Madison. People frequently say, “Oh, Ilove

Madison!” though they can’t always tell you just why; it’s a feeling. But what if what you know and love
about Madison isn't by accident? What if it's by design?

“When you're walking around downtown and you step over a manhole cover, you might not be thinking
that somebody designed that,” says Dan Merfeld, president of Design Madison. “But in a very real
way you're experiencing design. It's not just the way Madison looks. It was intentionally put that way.

Merfeld is talking about the recently
overhauled State Street, where
everything from top to bottom
(including those manhole covers) was
sculpted by a team including
environmental design firm
ZEBRADOG. The company’s creative
director, Mark Schmitz, believes
Madison is made up of “sacred spaces,
landmarks infused with deep, personal
meaning for each of us, although that
meaning is as customized as our
fingerprints.

“Our entire culture is based in design,”
says Schmitz. “Really, everything we
are is purely about design and creative
expression. We need to have
relationships with people, and we
create the environments where these
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What adjectives describe the feeling you want to
provide visitors to the rebranded downtown?

- Modern - Lively

- Classy - Exciting

- Comfortable - Clean

- Fun - Picturesque
- Safe - Welcoming

- Relaxing - Eclectic



What do you people to say after leaving
downtown Dells?

- We need to come back!
- Wow, that was unexpected!

- Wow, they really did a great job updating downtown and
making it a place we'd come back to over and over.

- That was a cool downtown! Can't wait to come back.
- Great stores!
- | had a great time.


























































































Precedents are being set




STROUD BANK

Perry G. Stroud. a young attorney from

New York, established this early bank
in Kilbourn City, now Wisconsin Dells,
in ca. 1870. Over his thirty-year career
as the town's first attorney., Stroud
preserved much of the city's early doc-
umentary history. Here. his bank still

stands with its original brick front
_and vault.
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Brand Attributes
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The Dells River Arts District
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Banner Program
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Water - Natural Beauty - Gorgeous Destination
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Storytelling - Arts + Community

Mosaic projects bring community
art to highway project




Storytelling - Arts/Community




Storytelling - Arts/Community
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Storytelling - Arts/Community
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Art Program - Terrace Seating

Art Program
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Art Program - Staircase Storytelling
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Art Program - Arts/Community
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Art Program - Arts/Community
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Art Program - Arts/Community
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Streetscape - Then and Now
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Streetscape - Then and Now




Streetscape - Then and Now




Streetscape - Then and Now
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Sign/Awning - Facade re-imagination




Streetscape Enhancements




Sign/Awning - Facade re-imagination




Sign/Awning - Facade re-imagination
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Sign/Awning - Facade re-imagination




Sign/Awning - Facade re-imagination
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Sign/Awning - Facade re-imagination
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Sign/Awning - Facade re-imagination
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Sign/Awning - Facade re-imagination
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Sign/Awning - Facade re-imagination
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Riverwalk Storytelling
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Riverwalk Storytelling

Aerial view of the river matches the
pillar position on the Riverwalk
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Dells River Arts District
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